Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTAS
Minutes

January 3, 2008

Call to Order

The January 3, 2008, meeting of B-W Council of PTAs was




called to order at 9:43 a.m., at the B-W Administration Building




Board Room, by Council President Nancy Crowder.  Recording




Secretary Suzy Gerst recorded the proceedings.  President 




Crowder wished everyone a Happy New Year!  President Crowder




read an inspirational reading titled, “Letting Go,” author




anonymous.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Roll call was




conducted, see attachment #1.  Council officers: Nancy Crowder,




Suzy Gerst, Jenn Marsteller, and Gary Backo were in attendance.  




a quorum was present.  President Crowder stated that Theresa 



Sexauer’s husband was injured in an accident, an envelope was 




passed to collect donations for the sunshine fund which will be 




donated the Sexauer family.  

Correspondence
Corresponding Secretary Jenn Marsteller stated that there was no




correspondence.

Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the December 13, 2008, council meeting were




distributed by Recording Secretary Suzy Gerst.  There were 




corrections:  Kevin Fischer last name was misspelled and Harrison

Middle School Interim Principal Rox Serrao last name was misspelled.  The minutes were approved as corrected.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Gary Backo submitted a written report.  See attachment




#2.  Treasurer Backo reported that $10,443.51 was the balance in 




the checking account as of 1/3/08.  The treasurer’s report was 




placed on file for audit.  Treasurer Backo stated that there were 




two bills submitted; one for the webmaster and one to PA PTA for 




PLMs.  

M1


Suzy Gerst moved to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded.  




Voice vote carried.

Superintendent’s
Acting Superintendent Randy Lutz explained that the elementary

Report
is now 
using a non-traditional reporting for special area classes.  Grades are to be generated in January and June for the special area classes.  However, there was a problem with health on the interims that were recently sent out.  Interim progress for health was on the 1st nine weeks report card.  The interims that were sent out recently included a grade for health which was not accurate.  The district will be preparing a half page statement addressing the mix up.  Dr. Lutz stated that the district is working to put together a newsletter again which will focus on kids.  The newsletter will be US mailed to all families with students, approximately forty-five hundred.  The district will place an ad in the South Hills Record announcing that the “Highlander Highlight” newsletter is available to all other community members upon request.  Dr. Lutz stated volunteer support would be appreciated; the assembly will be take place tomorrow, Friday, January 4, 2008.   Dr. Lutz entertained questions regarding principals, especially at HMS as well as the safety of the high school gymnasium bleachers. 

Guest Speaker
Harry Kiefer of Light Brothers, 4680 Clairton Blvd., 15236, 412-886-0300, fax 412-886-0413, email: lightbrothers@comcast.net, website: www.lightbrs.com, ad specialties, embroidery, and screen printing company gave an overview to the council membership.  Mr. Kiefer left catalogs for each local PTA unit.  

Committee Reports
Arts in Education – Chairman Beth DePetro submitted a report stating that the Council Reflections ceremony will be held on Friday, 1/18/08, at 7:00 or 7:30 p.m. at HMS. 


Bylaws – No report. Vacant.


Council Cares – No report.


Directory – Chairman Beth DePetro submitted a report stating that


Whitehall PTA information is needed.


Education – Chairman DJ Emanuelson (assisted by Jenn Marsteller) reported on an article that was recently featured in one of the professional publications, Principal, that he receives.  The article addressed “struggling learners.”  DJ stated that two variables must be present when qualifying a student as special education; academic need and condition (e.g. ADHD).   Through IDEA districts have been given up to 50% of their special education budget to send teachers to in-service.  Response to Intervention (RTI) is another strategy.  RTI is being implemented in BW as a once a month meeting of key educators to identify students who are not reaching potential.  The focus of the meeting is around interventions and best practices.  Teacher focus groups are being formed to see what best practices exist.  Differentiated instruction is being used through learning centers and other techniques.  The new trend is to help struggling learners is focus on interventions within the regular classroom instead of pulling the child out.  

Grading Scale – No report.  The next meeting is 1/15/08.


Health and Safety – President Crowder state that the CAMFEL Productions Programs “Charting Your Course” will be held at HMS – Monday, February 5, 2008, 8:30, 9:30, and 10:30 a.m., PES – Monday, February 5, 2008 at 1:30 and 2:30 p.m.,


WES – Tuesday, February 6, 2008 at 9:30 and 10:30 a.m.  Volunteers for set up are needed at PES and WES.   Sandy Costantino questioned the program dates, because they are not accurate.  President Crowder stated that the dates are correct but the day of the week in wrong. President Crowder will make the corrections as needed.

Legislation and Advocacy – Chairman Suzy Gerst reported due to the Legislature’s recess no activity has occurred; however, the statewide education organizations are working on moving the Costing-Out Study forward and are preparing to respond to the Governor’s budget due in February.  


Membership – Chairman Sandy Costantino report the membership numbers as follows:

· BHS PTSA 308 members
· HMS PTSA 300 members

· McAnnulty PTA 269 members

· Paynter PTA 236 members

· Whitehall PTA 162 members

Programs – Chairman Judy Hines submitted a report stating that 

Founders Day will be held February 1, 2008, at Salvatore’s.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m.  Chairman Hines distributed a timeline to each local PTA president at the December 13, 2007, council meeting.  President Crowder reviewed the timeline dates.  The dinner selections are Top Round of Beef with Mushroom Gravy or Stuffed Chicken Breast.  Invitations will be mailed out.  The PLM booklet bios should be limited to one 8 ½ x 11 half page at a 12 point font which addresses why the honoree was chosen not everything they have accomplished.  

Project Liberty – No report

Public Relations – No report.
RIF – Chairman Carolyn Lewis submitted a report stating that the Paynter RIF distribution is being held this week.  Chairman Lewis will be contacting Whitehall and McAnnulty PTAs to set up distribution dates.  Volunteers are needed for Whitehall and McAnnulty PTAs, names should be given to Carolyn. 

Vision Screening – No report.

Ways and Means – President Crowder stated that we received a check for $45.94 from Abitibi.  President Crowder stated that the Sarris Candy flyers will be delivered to her on Friday.  Volunteers and needed to help sort the flyers, to volunteer contact Nancy.  The sale is over February 1, 2008.  March 4th, 2008, delivery date for PES.  March 6, 2008, delivery date at HMS for HMS, MES, and WES (if participating). There are 6 Denim Shirts left, xsmall=1, medium=2, and large=3 @ $15.00.  

M2


Suzy Gerst moved to donate 5 denim shirts, one to each local PTA 




within the council, to be used for prizes at their upcoming events.  




The motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Voice vote 




Carried.    
Webmaster – President Crowder stated she and Susan Hayhurst are working on the website.
Unfinished Business
1.  Just Between Friends – President Crowder stated that 50 people have signed up for Just Between Friends online directory.  General consent was to send out another flyer announcing JBF.  

2.  Refugee Soles – President Crowder stated that flyers will be sent out from the school district announcing the shoe drive.  Volunteers are needed from each school.  Send names to Tina Rothermel.  Tina Rothermel stated that a Refugee Soles meeting is upcoming.
M3
Pauline Fediczko moved to donate up to $100 from the health and safety line item in the council budget to Refugee Soles project for postage to mail the collected shoes.  The motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Voice vote carried.


3.  Nominating Committee – A council nominating committee of five members is needed with representation from each local unit.  All council officers’ positions are open, none of the current officers are eligible to rerun for the same position in accordance with the council bylaws.  The committee is as follows:
· BHS PTSA – Tina Rothermel

· HMS PTSA – Gary Backo

· McAnnulty PTA – Pauline Fediczko
· Paynter PTA – no name submitted

· Whitehall PTA – no name submitted

M4
Suzy Gerst moved to elect Tina Rothermel, Gary Backo, Pauline Fediczko and the representatives from Paynter and Whitehall PTAs 




as determined by their memberships as the council nominating 




committee.  The motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  




Voice vote carried.  

New Business

1.  Bunco – President Crowder presented an idea to hold a Bunco



Family Night bringing all the schools together.  Nancy asked the 




council membership if there was interest.  General consent was  




not to pursue at the present time.  

President’s Report
1.  New email address – President Crowder has a new email address bwptas@comcast.net for PTA business and 
bill-nancy@comcast.net for personal.

2.  Reminder – all local presidents please include Nancy in your 
address book when sending out your agenda and minutes. 
3.  Adopted School Board Directors – The result of election of 
adopted school board directors is as follows:

· BHS PTSA – Martin Schmotzer

· HMS PTSA – Kevin Fischer and Kevin Stiffey

· MES PTA – John Egger and Nancy DiNardo

· PES PTA – George Pry and John Schmotzer

· WES PTA – Ed Moeller and Diana Kazour

4.  PA PIRC News – President Crowder disseminated the PA PIRC News flyer.  See attachment #3.  




5.  Vision Screening – President Crowder stated that a Vehicle 



Donation program is being held.  Cars, motorcycles RVs, trucks, 




And boats are being sought.  Proceeds benefit services for blind 




people and folks with other vision disabilities.  

PTA Updates

No written local PTA updates were submitted.

HMS PTSA – President Sandy Costantino gave an oral report 




stating the Talent Show will be held on February 2, 2008.  Doors 




open at 6:15 p.m., show begins at 7:00 p.m.  Admission is $1.00. 




There are 19 acts, table raffles, and refreshments.  Donations are




being accepted.  The musical theatre will be held March 18th and

19th.  The next HMS PTSA meeting will be January 14, 2008, at

9:15 a.m.

Whitehall PTA – Janet George gave an oral report stating the Art 

Auction will be held February 8, 2008, at Salvatore’s.  
Next Council Mtg.
February 7, 2008, 9:30 a.m., Administration Board Room, Program:  To be announced.  

Adjournment
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at


11:56 a.m.  

Submitted by:
_________________________________


Suzy Gerst, Recording Secretary

Date Approved:
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