Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTAs
Minutes

February 7, 2008

Call to Order

The February 7, 2008, meeting of B-W Council of PTAs was




called to order at 9:37 a.m., at the B-W Administration Building




Board Room, by Council President Nancy Crowder.  Recording




Secretary Suzy Gerst recorded the proceedings.  Council RIF 




Chair, Carolyn Lewis, gave the inspiration, “Try Your Best.”  The




Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Roll call was conducted, see 




attachment #1.  Council officers:  Nancy Crowder, Beth DePetro




and Suzy Gerst were in attendance.  A quorum was present.  

Correspondence
President Crowder read a thank you note from Theresa Sexauer.

Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the January 3, 2008, council meeting were 




distributed by Recording Secretary Suzy Gerst.  There was one




correction:  The word “Bunco” should be spelled with a “c” 

instead of a “k.”  It was noted that the word “Bunco” was also misspelled on the January 3, 2008, agenda.  The minutes were
approved as corrected.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Gary Backo submitted a written report.  See attachment 




#2.  According to the written report, $6,054.01 was the balance in 




the checking account as of 2/7/08.  The treasurer’s report was




put on file for audit.  
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Pauline Fediczko moved to pay the bills.  The motion was 



seconded.  Voice vote carried.

Superintendent’s 
Acting Superintendent Randy Lutz stated that there was a power 

Report


outage at HMS this morning.  It was too late to cancel school.  



The power came back on at 7:50 a.m.  They had a contingency 




plan in place.  Dr. Lutz stated that Andrew Sanders and Tim 




Winter presented webpage information to the school board the 




previous evening.  The school calendar for the 2007-08 school 




year is being revised.  The curriculum professional development 




day scheduled for May 9, 2008, will be changed to May 2, 2008,



due to the Track and Field Invitational at BHS.  June 9, 10, 11, 




2008, will be changed to ½ days at BHS only, to allow for final




exams.  March 20, 2008, will be the first snow make-up day.   Dr.




Lutz stated that initial conservations are being entertained 




regarding the 2008-09 school calendar.  As it appears now, the 




first day of school will be pushed back to Monday, September 8, 




2008, due to construction.  Leaving the final day of school at a

projected June 17, 2009 date.  Dr. Lutz also stated that the district is exploring holding professional development afternoons once a 




month on a Friday.  This would resolve the problem of teachers
being out of the classroom and the need for substitutes.   Dr. Lutz entertained questions.
Committee Reports
Art in Education – Chairman Beth DePetro stated that the council 




ceremony was held on January 18, 2008.  Beth gave the Region 3 




judging results.  B-W had 5 students receive honors at the Region 




Level.  All will move onto the state level of judging.  The students 




are:

· Colin Sadler from McAnnulty PTA

· Kathryn Malony from Whitehall PTA

· Stefan George from Harrison PTSA

· Elaina DePetro from Harrison PTSA

· Katy Wolfe-Baird from Harrison PTSA

Council Cares – No report

Directory – No report

Education  - No report

Grading Committee – Chairman Cindy Depretis stated that the committee met on January 15, 2008.  The committee has agreed to the following changes:
· Grades K-1st will not receive letter grades.  They will receive Master, Proficient, and Needs Improvement.  

· The 93% to 100% scale will remain.  The 10 point scale was voted down by the committee.

The committee also discussed weighted grades at the high school level.  No decisions were made regarding weighted grades.  Another meeting will be held.  Dr. John Wilkinson entertained questions.
Health and Safety – Nancy Crowder and Lois Erdman reported that they attended the  Camfel Productions, “Charting Your Course” program and that they were disappointed in the program.  The program was held at the elementary buildings and middle school. 
Legislation and Advocacy – Chairman Suzy Gerst stated that new Chapter 4 Regulations were adopted by the State Board of Education on January 17, 2008  The proposed Chapter 4 regulations now moves to the Regulatory Review Commission for review.  The proposed regulations will change the state’s high school graduation requirements.  

Background:  The debate over Pennsylvania’s high school graduation requirements was initiated in 2005 when Governor Rendell signed Pennsylvania to the American Diploma Project, a national high school reform movement developed by Achieve, Inc.  Since that time, the administration has been committed to implementing Achieve’s national, rigid policy agenda in this state, and has taken steps to move toward that goal.  Moving the agenda forward began with the report of the Governor’s Commission on College and Career Success, which was released in December 2006.  The purpose of the report was to outline the state’s justification for adopting the American Diploma Project agenda.  The report called for the repeal of the current provisions under Chapter 4 that allows school districts to use a local assessment as a graduation requirement.  Instead, all students would have to pass either the 11th grade PSSA or a series of new high stakes Graduation Competency Assessments (GCAs).  These requirements will be the same for all students, whether they are taking college prep or vocational courses, enrolled in cooperative education work programs, or participating in other individualized work program.  The commission’s report concluded that this sweeping statewide change is necessary because our students are not properly prepared for post-secondary study or career, particularly in those school districts that use local assessments as part of their graduation requirements.  The report also criticized districts for allowing students who did not score proficient on the PSSA to graduate, even if they had successfully met all other requirements.  New Chapter 4 Proposal:  Beginning in 2013-2014 school year, each school district, including charter schools, shall specify requirements for high school graduation at a level of proficient or better to graduate, that shall include:

· Course completion and grades.

· Completion of a culminating project in one or more areas of concentrated study under the guidance and direction of the high school faculty.  

· Demonstration of proficiency, as assessed and determined by the school district, in each of the State academic standards not assessed by a State assessment.

· Demonstration of proficiency or above in each of the following State academic standards:  reading, writing and mathematics; science and technology and environment and ecology as assessed through any one or a combination of the following:  

1. The PSSA administered in 11th grade or 12th grade retest.

2. The English composition and literature GCAs, any two mathematics GCAs and either science GCA.

3. Local administered, validated criterion referenced assessments comparable to the GCAs, which are validated every five years.  

4. Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) exams that include academic content comparable to the appropriate GCA at a score established by the Secretary of Education to the proficient level on the appropriate GCA.  

· Demonstration of proficiency or above in the State academic standards in civics and government or history in any one of the social studies GCAs, a validated local assessment or comparable AP or IB exam. 

· There are no changes to the State Standards all 12 continue to exist in the proposal.

*The Department of Education will provide guidance to school districts as to the appropriate accommodations schools shall provide to students with disabilities and English language learners, when appropriate.    What does all this Mean for Pennsylvania’s Children?  All Pennsylvania public and charter school students will have to pass a mandatory high-stakes state assessment (PSSA, GCAs or combination) to earn a high school graduation diploma beginning in 2014.   Students will be required to take both the GCA exams and the PSSA; however, they will only have to show proficiency through one or a combination.  There will be a total of 10 new GCA examinations; Algebra 1, Algebra II, Geometry, literature, English composition, American history, World history, civics/government, biology, and chemistry.  However, students will only have to demonstrate proficiency on 6 GCAs (2-math, English composition, literature, 1-social studies, and 1-science) or PSSA.  GCAs will be offered at least three times each year, once each in the fall, spring and summer.  Students will be permitted to retake any GCA, or GCA module, in which they did not score proficient or above at the next available testing date.  A student who does not score proficient or above on a PSSA or GCA shall be provided supplemental instruction support by their school district.  GCAs will be reviewed and scored so that the scores for candidates for graduation are provided to schools no later than 10 calendar days prior to graduation.  GCAs may be used in place of traditional final exams administered at the middle or high school level.  Beginning in the 2013-2014 school year, GCA or validated local assessment scores shall be included on student transcripts and may be released only with the permission of the student and parent or guardian, or the student only if a student is 18 years of age or older.  The state will establish a statewide voluntary model curriculum aligned with State academic standards in each of the content areas assessed by the GCAs. 

Project Liberty – President Crowder showed and talked about the book by Karen Lynn Williams and Khadra Mohammed, “Four Feet Two Sandals.”   Nancy stated that the next meeting will be held on February 14, 2008, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at SHIM.  
Membership –  Sandy Costantino reported the following membership numbers:
· BHS PTSA – 306 members

· HMS PTSA – 301 members

· McAnnulty PTA – 281 members

· Paynter PTA – no report

· Whitehall PTA – 162 members
Programs (Founders’ Day) – No report.  The Founders’ Day report will be given at the March meeting.
R.I.F.- No report.  The R.I.F. report will be given at the March meeting.  There were some concerns regarding continued participation in the R.I.F. program.  President Crowder asked the units to take the issue back to their units to see if they would like to continue with the program for next year.
Vision Screening –  Chairman Laurencine Romack gave an oral report and submitted a written report, see attachment #3
Ways & Means – President Crowder reported on Abitibi Recycling, Clusty, and Sarris Easter Candy as follows:
· Abitibi Recycling – Council received a check for $116.78

for the month of December 2007.  The totals for the paper drive as of January 25th are BHS = 6.71 tons, HMS = $7.58 tons, MES = 10.59 tons, PES = 7.11 tons and WES = 9.71 tons.  Each school needs 12 tons by March 31, 2008 to win.

· Clusty – bwpta.clusty.com received a check for $107.90.

· Sarris Easter Candy – Delivery Dates are as follows:

PES = March 4, 2008, HMS, MES, and WES orders will be delivered to HMS on March 6, 2008.  Nancy announced that the next council meeting will be held at HMS due to Sarris Candy pick-up.
Unfinished Business
1.  Just Between Friends – President Crowder stated that she




      is going to send out another flyer.
2. Nominating Committee – Council nominating committee is as

follows:

· BHS PTSA – Tina Rothermel

· HMS PTSA – Gary Backo

· McAnnulty PTA – Pauline Fediczko

· Paynter PTA – Rosemary Metz

· Whitehall PTA – Laurencine Romack

There were no objections.

3. Needy Soles Shoe Drive – Will be held February 11-12, 2008.  Boxes will be located in each school building.

New Business

1.  Elect PA PTA Convention Delegates – Delegates to the PA 




     PTA state convention will be selected/elected at the March 




     meeting.

2. “Saving Who-ville” – President Crowder stated that she
wanted to host this Good Schools PA program at B-W.  She is

awaiting approval from Superintendent Lutz.  If approved President Crowder would like to serve refreshments.
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Pauline Fediaczko moved to provide refreshment for the “Saving Who-ville” parent program from the $60 in the Candidates’ Forum line item in the budget.  The motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Voice vote carried.

3. Child Advocacy Awards – For informational purposes 

President Crowder reported that the two Child Advocacy

Awards presented at Founders’ Day = $170.00.  Two PLMs were given at a cost of $50.00 each = $100.00.  The line item for PLMs in the budget = $200.00; however, there is another line item for awards, which will cover the remaining costs of the Child Advocacy Awards.  There were no objections.

4. PA PTA Council Basket Raffle – President Crowder stated

that PA PTA is asking PTA councils to donated one-of-a-kind baskets to be raffled off at convention 2008.  All proceeds will benefit convention 2008.  
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      Laurencine Romack moved to participate in the council basket 

raffle taking $100.00 from the line item Leadership Development in the council budget.  The motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Voice Vote carried.

5. Awards from PA PTA – President Crowder stated that the 

Following awards were received from the following units:

· McAnnulty PTA – School Enrollment Membership Award for attaining membership equal to 50% or more of school enrollment by December 1, 2007.   Early Bird Membership Award for reporting membership and remitting dues before October 1, 2007.  Acorn Award for enrolling a majority of faculty in membership for the year 2007-08.
· Paynter PTA – Early Bird Membership Award for reporting membership and remitting dues before October 1, 2007.  Acorn Award for enrolling a majority of faculty in membership for the year 2007-08.

· B-W Council of PTAs – Honor Roll Award for all board members subscribing to PTA in Pennsylvania.
President’s Report
Due to time, the president’s report was not entertained.  All items were discussed throughout the meeting agenda items.  
PTA Updates

Updates in written form.  Highlight one topic only.  

BHS PTSA – Debbie Clinton stated that the Needy Soles shoe drive will be held February 11-12, 2008.  No written report.



HMS PTSA – President Sandy Costantino stated that the Talent

Show was held.  There will be an all school homework assignment to enhance student readiness for the PSSA.  No written report.



McAnnulty PTA –  Written report submitted, see attachment #4.



Paynter PTA –  Cindy Depretis stated that the Talent Show will 




be held tomorrow night, February 8, 2008.  On February 28th there 




will be a 5th grade vs. teacher basketball game.  Twenty students 




will play basketball.  All proceeds will go to the Caring Place




Foundation.  February 29th will be Bingo.  No written report.



Whitehall PTA – President Laurencine Romack stated that the Art 
Auction will be held at Salvatore’s’ on February 23, 2008.  Art Auction Flyer disseminated, see attachment #5.   No written report.
Next Council Mtg.
March 6, 2008, HMS, 9:30 a.m.

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 




12:07 p.m.

Submitted by: _______________________________________________




Suzy Gerst, Recording Secretary

Date Approved:
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