Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTAs 

Minutes

April 3, 2008

Call to Order

The April 3, 2008, meeting of B-W Council of PTAs was called 




to order at 9:33 a.m., at the Administration Building Board Room, 




by Council President Nancy Crowder.  Recording Secretary Suzy




Gerst recorded the proceedings.  Council Delegate Cindy Depretis 




gave the inspirational reading, “Compliments.”  The Pledge of 




Allegiance was recited.  Roll call was conducted, see attachment 




#1.  The agenda was approved by general consent.  Council 




officers Nancy Crowder, Judy Hines, Beth Depetro, Suzy Gerst, 




Jenn Marsteller and Gary Backo were in attendance.  A quorum 




was present.  

Correspondence
Corresponding Secretary Jenn Marstellar read a thank you note 




from HMS PTSA and HMS PTSA President Sandy Costantino in 




regard to the denim shirt that council donated.

Report of the 

The minutes from the March 6, 2008, council meeting were 

Secretary

distributed by Recording Secretary Suzy Gerst.  The minutes




were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Gary Backo reported that $17,172.76 was the balance




in the checking account as of 4/3/08.  See attachment #2.  The 




Treasurer’s report was placed on file for audit.  
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Laurencine Romack moved to pay the bills.  The motion was




seconded.  Voice vote carried.  

Superintendent’s 
Superintendent Larry Korchnak reported on three issues:

· Transportation – In an attempt to cut down on transportation costs, the district is going to poll the parents

who drive their children to school to see if they will opt out of transportation?  Dr. Korchnak asked the PTA to disseminate the survey.  

· School Calendar – The format of the school calander will change for next year.  It will be by month but not a lot of x’s and o’s.  There will be shading for days off.  

· Grading Scale – Dr. Korchnak announced that he will be asking the school board to postpone voting on the grading scale proposal.  Dr. Korchnak stated that more question have rose that need answered.  Dr. Korchnak wants to develop curriculum first and he wants to be part of the grading committee.  He wants to reconvene the steering committee.  

· Lastly, Dr. Korchnak told the members to feel free to contact him at lkorchnak@bwschools.net.

Committee Reports
Arts in Education – No report




Council Cares – No report 




Education – Chairman DJ Emanuelson reported the district 




kindergarten teachers will be going out to the area preschools to




bridge the gap between pre-K and kindergarten to make the 




transition smooth.  Act 48 hours will be available to preschool




teachers who come to the district’s inservices.  The district will

also be alerting the preschool teachers of what is on the Dial 3 Screening.

Grading Scale - President Crowder spoke to the Assistant Superintendent at West Allegheny. They are proposing a change in their grading scale to a 10 point scale at a School Board meeting in May. Theirs is an Administrative driven change. She referred Nancy to Lynn Coleman, Montour PTSA President regarding their grading system. Montour’s School Board approved a change in February for the upcoming school year. It is a 10 point scale with some additions. It is not exactly what they hoped for, but it is better than what they had. It took them 10 years to convince their district to change their grading scale. There was a discussion about Dr. Korchnak’s request to post pone this decision and the time line of reforming another committee. 

Health and Safety – The PA Liquor Control Board Poster Contest 

                                    will be done again this year.  Tina Rothermel will be the Health                              

                                    and Safety Chair for 2008-09.  At the May meeting the Camfel  

                                    program will be reviewed and discussed.  

Legislation – Chairman Suzy Gerst reported that the Education Funding Campaign is still actively working and meeting with lawmakers on funding issues revolving around the costing out study and Governor’s proposed budget.    

Project Liberty – No report 

Membership – Chairman Sandy Costantino reported that membership is down 23% in the district from last year.  

RIF – Chairman Carolyn Lewis reported that Paynter’s distribution is April 28-29, 2008.  McAnnulty is not having a second distribution; therefore, Carolyn will contact RIF to let them know we will not be meeting our contract.  Whitehall PTA will not participate in RIF next school year. Carolyn stated that she has not

heard from McAnnulty or Paynter yet.

Vision Screening – Chairman Laurencine Romack stated that vision screening is currently being conducted.

Ways & Means – President Crowder stated that the profit from Sarris is $7,964.03.  Council received a check from Abitibi Recycling for $42.82 for the month of February.  The totals for the paper drive as of March 21, 2008, are BHS = 7.84 tons, HMS = 10.36 tons, MES = 14.86 tons, PES = 10.01 tons, WES = 13.01 tons.  Each school needs 12 tons by March 31, 2008 to win.  President Crowder stated that McAnnulty may not be using the money for the bikes for Family Bingo.

Unfinished Business
1.  Council’s Scholarship Guidelines – No report

2. Nominating Committee – The nominating committee stated 

that they had no nominees.  

3. Any Soldier Campaign – Whitehall is collecting.  Paynter 

turned the flyer over to their Community Service Chair and they will be collecting in May.  

4. PA PTA Convention Delegate – Since Jenn and DJ are unable

to attend Cindy Depretis would like to go to the state PTA convention as a council delegate.  
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Carolyn Lewis moved to approve Cindy Depretis to attend the state




PTA convention.  The motion was seconded.  Voice vote carried.  

New Business

1.  Are Kids Ready?  Council Sponsored Questionnaire for 




Graduates from the last 2 years 
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Carolyn moved to form an alumni research committee.  The 




was seconded.  There was discussion.  Voice vote carried.  

2. Budget Committee – President Crowder stated that the budget

committee consists of the Executive Committee (incoming and outgoing officers).

3. Standing Rules Committee –
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Sandy Costantino moved to insert that the Standing Rules 




committee is made up of the Executive Committee (elected 




officers).  The motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  




Voice vote carried.  

4. Audit Committee – 
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Suzy Gerst moved to elect Janet George, Laurencine Romack, and




Judy Hines as council’s audit committee.  The motion was 




seconded.  Voice voted carried.  

5. US Department of Education Parent Nights – President 

Crowder stated that the US Department of Ed has DVDs available.  President Crowder would like to hold parent night once a month to show the DVDs.  Each DVD is 60 minutes long.  It was decided that President Crowder would set up a time to view the first DVD during the day within the next month.  

President’s Report
President Crowder stated that the PTA presidents and the council 

officers met with Dr. Korchnak. Dr. Korchnak wants to make some changes in the school district and he wants parents involved with the changes. National PTA is offering new member benefits from Sharp Electronics.  The school district has adopted new policies #004.1, Student School Board Representative and #252, Academic Dishonesty.  President Crowder stated that she spoke to Kelly Joyce regarding Whitehall Borough Recreation Programs. It was requested for us to put the information in the appropriate school newsletters. It was decided that there was not enough time to put it in the newsletters. Council will condense the information and send it out on a flyer for the schools to distribute.  President Crowder would like to submit newsletter articles for the local unit newsletters. President Crowder asked each PTA unit to seek approval and endorse the PA Funding Campaign.  President Crowder announced that there is a Parent’s Guide to K-12 Success School Program available from Duquesne Light for 4th-6th grades.  

*Recording Secretary Suzy Gerst had to leave so 2nd Vice President Beth Depetro served as Secretary Pro-tem and recorded the rest of the meeting proceedings as follows*

President’s Report Continued:

President Crowder asked if all the schools’ Principals were receiving PA PTA and Our Children.  After discussion it was determined that they were not.  

M6 
It was moved by Judy Hines that the BW Council of PTAs purchase the PA PTA and Our Children for the Principals, if they would like to have a subscription.  This motion failed with a vote of 8 no and 6 yes.

President Crowder shared concerns with the members in using “Just Between Friends”.  The district’s new web site will have the same capabilities.  The B-W site should be running by May, but could be as late as Sept or Oct, if problems arise.  The council website will be maintained www.bwpta.com. Council’s page is ready. She is currently working on Harrison’s. Susan Hayhurst is finishing Paynter’s and Whitehall’s will be next.  President Crowder shared that there is much activity due to the grading scale issues.  All the information is out on the site if people are interested to read the facts.  There was discussion regarding the Council having a table at the community days, for Baldwin and Whitehall.  President Crowder said she would look into the possibility. After contacting Montour about their grading scale change. Lynn, the President of Montour High School PTSA contacted Nancy to see if she would share the information about their upcoming prom dress re-sale.  She also wanted to know if Baldwin High school PTSA would be interested in teaming up to do this in the future. President Crowder said she will pass the information onto Tina, at the high school.

PTA Updates

Updates in written form.  Highlight one topic only




BHS PTSA -




HMS PTSA -




McAnnulty PTA -




Paynter PTA -




Whitehall PTA -

Next Council Mtg.
May 1, 2008, 9:30 a.m., Administration Building Board Room

Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.       

Submitted by: _______________________________________________



Suzy Gerst, Recording Secretary

Date Approved:

PAGE  
2

