Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA
Minutes

October 2, 2008

Administration Building Board Room

Call to order

The October 2, 2008, meeting of B-W Council of PTA began with a breakfast at 9:30a.m.  The meeting was called to order at 9:55 a.m.  Treasurer Chris Gruber read the inspiration.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  Roll Call and introductions was conducted by President Nancy Crowder see attachment #1.   The following officers were in attendance Nancy Crowder, Susan Hayhurst, Sandy Costantino, Chris Gruber and DJ Emanuelson. 
A quorum was present.

Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Korchnak introduced the Principals and asked them to give a brief update. 
 Dr. Todd Keruskin, Baldwin High School: The opening of Phase 3 of the construction went well.  The entrance is now open, you are met by a security guard, and then you go up the stairs to the receptionist then go to your destination.  A $100,000 grant was received for future rooms, laptops, and smart boards for the English, Math, Soc. Studies and Science classes.  Open house is Oct 14, you are welcomed to attend.  The project of completion looks like end of January or February ’09.

Rachel Gray, Harrison Middle School:  Looking at teachers to use them to their full potential.  No teams this year.  Kids are traveling a bit more to classes, but good feedback from students.  Survey is going out to the parents.  Open house is Oct 7, cookies and juice will be served.

Darlene DeFilippo, Paynter Elementary: All schools made AYP making continuous progress.  New Language Arts curriculum has a new look, rigor of the program, and meet the needs of all learners, small groups, centers, has rich vocabulary and a lot of resources for the teachers.
DJ Emanuelson, McAnnulty Elementary:  New Language Arts program for k-2 for learning to read.  Asset added are the resources to the teachers.  

Tom Foster, Finance & Operations:  Has been in the district now for 2 months.  Handles the technology, cafeteria and transportation, and looks to running the district smoothly, to save money on operations to give more money for education.  
Dr. Randy Lutz, Assistant Superintendent & Elementary Curriculum: Report card will have performance indicators for every student & every class to give parents a specific phrase of how the child is doing to the parent; will be more meaningful for the parents.  Not every child will receive and interim, just for needs improvement.  
Dr. Korchnak:  Thanked the principals and let the administrators get back to their schools.

He spoke about the invitation of citizens to participate in the Educational Foundation.  Asking for volunteers to steer:  look at other foundations, a lawyer to set it up, grants to teachers k-12, applications.  Looking for 5 to 10 citizens to help support our schools and to reach out to communities.  Business can donate to our school and receive tax credit.  Do before Christmas.  Application is on-line.  Ask schools to put in their newsletters. 

Guest Speaker

Tim Winner, Director of Technology, along with Andrew Sanders, explained about rolling over to the new system.   Good features of new system:  Can put an end date to have information no longer be published but will remain in the data base and can be reinstated at a later time if need be.  Teachers will be able to author an article, need only the principal’s approval; also looking to allow outside groups to also have access.   Buildings are directly responsible for their own content.  User Registration is shut off until they are ready.  Registration will be ready when the words “register now” appear.  This will allow you to sign up for information for the schools you have children in.  Many questions and comments were made on the new system.  Contact Tim Winner with your comments.
Approval of Minutes from September 11, 2008 Meeting
The minutes from the September 11, 2008, council meeting were distributed.  There were     corrections:  Under Call to Order, remove the word acting, Under Legislation report, page 3, State should be National, under New Business page 4, M3 Standing Rules, it should read as amended not decided during discussion.  The minutes were approved as corrected.  
Correspondence

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Chris Gruber submitted a written report.  See attachment #2.   Balance as of 10/02/08 is $8,694.21.  Treasurer’s report was placed on file for audit.  
M1
Suzy Gerst moved to pay the bills.  Motion was seconded.  Voice vote carried.    

Nancy Crowder reported that Clusty will be ending their agreement with council effective November 30th, 2008. We will receive $54.17 a month through September 30th, 2009, which is the end of our contract. After that Vivisimo/Clusty will no longer be contributing to council.  The search engine will remain useable but with no revenue. 
Committee Reports

Education Committee:  DJ Emanuelson reported on the new grading scale of A= 90-100%.  After much discussion they wanted to meet again with Randy Lutz.

Directory:  Chairman Sharon Bommer handed out directories to Council & Local Presidents
Unfinished Business
Bylaws not a full 30 days since the amendments

2008-2009 Budget  See attachment #3.

M2
Suzy Gerst moved to reduce Founders Day to $1000.00 and increase RIF by $1000.00.  Motion was seconded and approved. 

M3
Suzy Gerst moved to accept the 2008- 2009 Budget as amended.  Motion was seconded.  Voice vote carried.

Standing Rules 

M4
Suzy Gerst moved to adopt all editorial changes to the Standing Rules including change for RIF and the additional 10% of books.  See attachment #4.  There was discussion.  Voice vote carried. 
Re-assign Adopted School Board Directors

B-W Council of PTA = Ed Moeller                      BHS = Diane Kazour

New Business

M5  
Suzy Gerst moved that a committee be formed for the President position.  Motion was seconded and approved.  
Announcements 


Next Council Meeting, November 6, 2008, 9:30am Administration

Reminder   

Please sign up to take a turn doing an Inspirational Reading at a Council meeting this year.  

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:40p.m.

Submitted by:   _______________________________________________



Sandy Costantino, Council Recording Secretary

Date approved:    ________________________
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