Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTAs
Minutes

March 6, 2008

Call to Order

The March 6, 2008, meeting of B-W Council of PTAs was called 




to order at 9:53 a.m., at Harrison Middle School auditorium, by




Council President Nancy Crowder.  Recording Secretary Suzy 




Gerst recorded the proceedings.  President Crowder gave the 




inspiration, “Team Work.”  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Roll call was conducted, see attachment #1. General consent was to reorder the agenda as necessary.   Council officers:  




Nancy Crowder, Judy Hines, Beth DePetro, Suzy Gerst and Gary




Backo were in attendance.  A quorum was present.  

Superintendent’s
Superintendent Lawrence Korchnak gave an “introduction” 

Report


speech to the membership.  Dr. Korchnak stated that he will be




conducting a quality review.  He will meet with key stake holders 




over the next month or so to discuss;

· Curriculum

· Quality leadership

· Facilities

· Collect data

· Form community relations

Mr. Serrao, Interim Principal of Harrison, welcomed everyone to Harrison Middle School.  Mr. Serrao stated that he is working with
The Middle School Task Force (reform committee) to review

· Curriculum

· Staff Development

· Homebase

· Agendas

· Math Curriculum

· Best Practices

at Harrison.  

Guest Speaker
Whitehall Councilman, Linda Book spoke to the membership about the project “Any Solider Campaign.”  See attachment #2.  

Correspondence
Judy Hines read a thank you note from Harrison Middle School 




health teacher, Bryan Giglotti, regarding the Camfel assembly 




program sponsored by the B-W Council of PTAs’ health and 




safety committee.  There were also several thank you cards from 




Mrs. Griender’s class at McAnnutly for the RIF program.  

Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the February 7, 2008, council meeting were 




distributed by Recording Secretary Suzy Gerst.  There was the 




following corrections:

· Kathryn Malony’s first name – add an “n” at the end of Kathryn.
· Stefan George’s first name is spelled replace the “e” with an “a.”
· Pauline Fediaczko’s last name is misspelled.  It was noted that her last name was also misspelled on the roll call sheet.  

The minutes were approved as corrected.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Gary Backo reported that $29,198.98 was the balance in 

the checking account as of 3/6/08.  See attachment #3.  The treasurer’s report was put on file for audit.  There were no bills to be paid.

Committee Reports
Arts in Education – Chairman Beth DePetro reported that BW 




had no state Reflections winners.  The Region 3 ceremony will be




held on April 19, 2008, at Harrison Middle School, at 12:30 p.m.  




Next year’s theme is, Wow!  




Council Cares – Chairman Beth DePetro reported that the Needy




Soles Shoe Drive was the project for the year.  Council voted at the 




December meeting to send out the flyers for Needy Soles.  900 




Pairs of shoes were collected.  

M1
Judy Hines moved to donate the book to one of the elementary school’s library as selected by lot.  The motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Voice vote carried.  The winner was Whitehall Elementary.    



Education – No report




Grading Committee – Chairman Cindy Depretis reported that the




next meeting will be March 11th at BHS.  The discussion will be 




on weighted grades.  Council is circulating a petition to change the 
grading scale to a 10-point scale. See attachment #4.   President Crowder asked the member PTAs to take a petition and to acquire signatures.  Nancy stated that council will present the petition to the school board at an upcoming meeting.

Health and Safety – President Crowder discussed a new program

free school ID card program, Kidz-ID-Z.  President Crowder also discussed kindergarten fingerprinting, helmet sale and Camfel assembly program. There was discussion to not continue to provide/fund the Camfel program specifically at the primary levels because the principals think it is not age/grade appropriate for k-2.  There was discussion to provide k-2 at both McAnnulty and Paynter with funds to provide a health and safety program of their choice in the future.  However, it was decided to wait on making a decision in regard to Camfel until after input from the chairman, Lois Erdman, was obtained.

Legislation and Advocacy – Chairman Suzy Gerst stated that the three areas of focus remain

· The Costing Out Study

· The Governor’s Budget

· GCAs

Project Liberty – No report

Membership – Chairman Sandy Costantino reported that the membership numbers for each PTA are as follows:

· BHS PTSA 311

· HMS PTSA 303

· McAnnulty PTA 281

· Paynter PTA 236

· Whitehall PTA 162

Sandy reminded everyone to return all unused membership cards

To the state PTA office by July 1, 2008.  

Founders’ Day – Chairman Judy Hines reported that 99 people

attended Founders’ Day this year.  She received one suggestion

to have the PowerPoint presentation during dinner and to hold the

event later in February.  

RIF – Chairman Carolyn Lewis gave a oral report and submitted a

written report.  See attachment #5.  

Vision Screening – Chairman Laurencine Romack thanked all the volunteers for attending the training sessions.  Laurencine stated that volunteers are still needed.  

Ways and Means – President Crowder reported.

· Abitibi Recycling – Council received a check for $41.56 for the month of January.  Totals for the paper drive as of February 22nd are: BHS = 7.01 tons, HMS = 8.81 tons, MES = 12.62 tons, PES = 7.11 tons and WES = 10.78 tons.  Each school needs 12 tons by March 31st, 2008 to win.

M2


Pauline Fediaczko moved that McAnnulty receive their check prior

to the end of the contest since they have reached the required tonnage, so they can use the money for bikes for their Bingo night.  The motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Voice vote carried.  

· Sarris Candy – Pick up dates are March 4th at PES and March 6th (today) at HMS for MES and WES orders.
Unfinished Business1. Saving Who-ville Program – President Crowder state that she and Amiee Leveers from Good Schools PA met with Dr. Lutz to discuss the program.  Dr. Lutz liked the program and it will be presented sometime in April.


New Business
1. PA PTA Convention – Election of delegates to the PA PTA Convention.

M3
Beth DePetro moved to elect Nancy Crowder, Jenn Marsteller, and 


DJ Emanuelson as BW Council of PTAs delegates to the PA PTA


Convention.  The motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Voice vote carried.

2. Middle School Choir – Beth DePetro stated that the Middle 

School Choir will be signing the Star Spangled Banner at the 

Pirate game on May 20, 2008.  

M4
Pauline Fediaczko moved to allow Beth DePetro to circulate the flyer at all of the BW schools.  The motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Voice vote carried.  

3. PA Funding Campaign – President Crowder asked council to

Endorse the campaign.

M5


Carolyn Lewis moved to endorse the PA Funding Campaign.  The




Motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Voice vote carried.  

4. Council Scholarship Guidelines – President Crowder stated

that the scholarship guidelines are being drafted and will be ready for approval at the April 2008 meeting.

President’s Report
1.  PTA in PA Honor Roll Award – President Crowder stated that 


BW Council of PTAs received the honor roll award from PA PTA.

2. Picture PTA Photo Contest – President Crowder gave 

information and the website for the contest.

3. Advocacy Kits – President Crowder stated that the kits are

available for print out at www.pta.org.




4.  PA American Water Company – President Crowder stated the 


water company is offering classroom speakers and free tours of 




their water treatment plants.

4. The Anitdrug – President Crowder stated the website 

www.antidrug.com offers advice on drugs from your family medicine cabinet to MySpace and Facebook as well as cell phone text messaging and instant messaging on the web.

5. D.E.A.R. – President Crowder stated that the date is April 12,

2008.

6. PSSA Results – President Crowder stated that he results for
2007 are available at www.pde.state.pa.us.  


PTA Updates 
Updates in written form.  Highlight one topic only

BHS PTSA – No written report.  Delegate Debbie Clinton stated that BHS PTSA held the Prom Show last Sunday at 7:00 p.m. at BHS and about 60 people attended.  They had Bake sale and a 50/50 raffle.  Ian Wild won the Prom tickets.  The Dresses were from The Gown Company.  

HMS PTSA – No written report.  President Sandy Costantino reported that the next meeting is March 11th at 9:15 a.m.  The musical theatre and dinner will be held March 16, 18 and 19th.  The talent show went well and Sandy thanked council for the donated denim shirt.  

McAnnulty PTA – See attachment #6.  President Pauline Fediaczko reported that April 4, 2008, is Bingo which is sold out.  400 people will be attending.  The yearbook is coming in and the McMay Day theme is McJungle.  

Paynter PTA – No written report.  Delegate Cindy Depretis reported that Bingo was held last Friday.  The ice cream social will be held April 19th.  March 27th is the next PTA meeting.  Paynter is thinking of adding another fundraiser which will be flowers for Mother’s Day.  

Whitehall PTA – No written report.  President Laurencine Romack reported that Reading with the Stars was held.  Whitehall Golf Umbrellas are being sold for $15.00.  

Next Council Mtg.
April 3, 2008, 9:30 a.m., Administration Board Room

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 




12:15 p.m.

Submitted by:  ______________________________________________________




Suzy Gerst, Recording Secretary

Date Approved:
PAGE  
1

