Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA
Minutes (Corrected)
September 17, 2009
Baldwin High School – Room 322
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.  President Sandy Costantino presided over the meeting.  The following officers were in attendance:   President Sandy Costantino, Second Vice President Susan Hayhurst, and Karen Pavlick, Recording Secretary.  Parliamentarian Cindy Depretis was present at the meeting.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
Roll Call was taken, attachment #1.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes from the June 4, 2009, meeting were approved with the following corrections:

Page 2, Paragraph 1 – The word “past” in the first line should be “passed.”

Page 2, Paragraph 4 – Cindy “Depletes” should be “Depretis.”

Correspondence

A letter from the newly formed ME/WE PTO signed by President, Pauline Fediaczko, was read.  This letter was to inform that this organization does not want to participate in BW Council fundraisers.

Treasurer’s
Report

There has been no activity since the Thursday, September 3, meeting.
Reproduction Bills
HMS has voted to pay their outstanding repro bills.  B/W Council bills are approximately $900.  Theresa Sexauer will try to get in touch with Nancy DiNardo about back billing for services.
Discussion ensued of how to handle these outstanding bills.  It was suggested that a letter be sent to Tammy Caponi, with a copy sent to all school board members and administration.  Maybe we can work together with her and come to a mutual agreement.  The letter should be mailed and also read at the end of a school board meeting.  State in the letter that B/W did not exceed its printing limits; this information is from an e-mail to Nancy Crowder.  Also mention that these bills are taking money away from PTA that could be used for our children.  Any council member can sign the letter.  A copy of the minutes from the Oct. 2007 board meeting will also be enclosed.  This should be sent before the September 30 deadline.  A letter was then drafted, which asked for a reply to council at the end.
M1  Carolyn moved to send a letter to B/W School Board members and administration questioning the bills for past printing services.  The motion was seconded and approved.
Sandy Costantino suggested that the letter should be read at the October 7 board meeting.  She will send an invitation to the local units (BHS, HMS, PE) informing them of the letter and asking for their support and that we would appreciate their attendance at this meeting.
Committee Reports

Reflections:  Chairman Susan Hayhurst stated that she will send the information about the Reflections program to the local unit presidents.  Since the budget for this committee has been cut in half, discussion ensued about what type of awards ceremony to have for the winners at the Council Level.  The only units participating this year are HMS and Paynter; BHS is not participating.  Susan will look into having a pizza party on a Friday evening in January at HMS.  She will investigate available dates.

Membership:  Chairman Theresa Sexauer reported that BHS currently has 188 members.  She is waiting for the information regarding membership from HMS and Paynter.

Scholarship:  Chairman Theresa Sexauer stated that she hopes there is enough funding for this year’s scholarship.  She is in the process of revising the information for the Standing Rules.
Web Master:  Chairman Nancy Crowder reported that the HMS web page has been updated; Tina Rothermel is in the process of updating the information for the BHS web page.  Nancy will check to see where BW Council is linked (Boosters, mybaldwin.com, mywhitehall.com, etc.).  E-mail any items you would like included on the website to Nancy Crowder or Susan Hayhurst after obtaining the approval of the local unit president.
December Luncheon:  President Sandy Costantino reported that the Tea Room will not be available for the December Luncheon.  She is going to see if the Tea Room can still provide light refreshments (such as tea and cookies) for Council while the gingerbread houses are being judged.  She will also inquire as to whether it would be better to have the refreshments and houses brought to Room 322, or should we go to the Tea room.  It was decided that no formal invitations to administrators would be sent out for the December meeting.  After the meeting, all those in attendance are welcome to come to lunch at a location to be determined.
By-Laws:  Chairman Carolyn Lewis stated that she has mailed the 2008 Council By-Laws to the state with one revision regarding Article III:  Basic Policies.  This change came from National and was an even replacement for Page 2.  President Sandy Costantino will e-mail a new Page 2 to all the chairpersons to have them replace in their by-laws copy.  She will also e-mail a copy of the new by-laws to the local unit presidents and also introduce herself.  Paynter must renew their by-laws with the state.
Founder’s Day:  President Sandy Costantino reported that the tentative date for this event is Friday, February 19, 2010.  She has not heard back from the local units, so she is starting to plan for this date.  What all should be included and paid for was then discussed.  Should a complete dinner be provided, or should there just be desserts?  There have been comments in the past that the evening is too long.  When the committee meets, these issues will need to be addressed.  Start taking pictures of any local unit events, which will be included in the slide show during the evening.
Publicity:  Chairman Susan Hayhurst stated that there was nothing to report.

Ways and Means:  President Sandy Costantino reported that the Abitibi paper recycling bin needs to be put back at the high school.  It is currently at the Wallace Building; it was moved there during the renovations. The current bin will remain at the Wallace Building; an additional one needs to be put at BHS.  The bin at HMS has been moved to a different section of the parking lot.  Sandy passed out green recycling bracelets that can be given to members when they sign up for PTA at Open House.  Abitibi also has a dog costume that is available and can be borrowed.  Maybe a PTA member can dress up in it during Open House.  Sandy will send out an e-mail to see if anyone is interested.

Spirit Items:  Chairman Nancy Crowder reported that the Spirit Wear items are now posted on the BW Council website.  A discussion followed about where these items can be sold.  The booth at the stadium is only available to football and cheerleader boosters.  Maybe these items can be sold in conjunction with local unit events.  You must first make sure that council items are not also being sold by local units and obtain the unit president’s approval.  Items can also be sold at the BHS Spirit Wear Store, which is in the process of getting started.  It was also suggested that items can be sold at local community events (Baldwin Light-Up Night, Baldwin and Whitehall Community Days, etc.).  Maybe items can be sold at other sporting events instead of football (soccer, basketball, etc.).  Another idea was seeing if local businesses could sell some of our items, or send flyers to local preschools.
Sarris Candy:  President Sandy Costantino stated that there was nothing to report.  Sandy and Nancy Crowder will chair this committee.
New Business

Standing Rules:  The board recommended that any mention of “McAnnulty” should be deleted.
M2  Carolyn Lewis moved to delete all references to “McAnnulty PTA” in the Standing Rules.  The motion was seconded and approved.

●
Rule #19 – Delete the word “McAnnulty” and change “(5)” to “(4).”
●
Rule #25 – Remove RIF – Reading Is Fundamental Standing Rule completely.

●
Rule #26 – Add the word “Senior” before “Scholarship.”

●
Rule #3 – Remove “RIF (Reading Is Fundamental)” as a Standing Committee and add the word “Senior” before “Scholarship.”  Under “Ways and Means,” delete “Clusty, our own co-branded Search Engine” and add “Spirit Items.”
●
Rule #2 – Change “current IRS guidelines” to “one-half standard IRS business rate.”
M3  Carolyn Lewis moved to make the changes as discussed to the Standing Rules as accepted.  The motion was seconded and approved.
Discussion ensued regarding subscriptions to Our Children and PTA in Pennsylvania.  Last year, Council spent $104 on these subscriptions.  Is it necessary to send these magazines to all chairpersons, school board members, superintendent, etc.?  The Baldwin and Whitehall libraries are also receiving these publications.  It was suggested that the President shall ask chairpersons, Council officers, school board members, and superintendent if they would like to receive these magazines.
●
Rule #5 – Add the words “upon request” before “subscriptions.”
●
Rule #5 – Add “Council President shall contact persons listed below.”

●
Rule #5 – Move the last line under Our Children--“The Council Treasurer shall renew these subscriptions.” –to the end of Subscriptions.
●
Rule #5 – Under Our Children, remove:  Health & Safety Chairman, Legislative Chairman, each Baldwin-Whitehall School Board Director (for School Board Recognition Month in January), Whitehall Borough Public Library, and Baldwin Borough Public Library.”
●
Rule #5 – Add “Standing Committee Chairmen” after “Treasurer.”

●
Rule #6 – Add “The Council President shall contact those listed under Subscriptions.”

M4 Carolyn Lewis moved to accept the changes to “Subscriptions” as discussed.  The motion was seconded and approved.

●
Rule #13 – Change “four (4)” to “three (3).”
Discussion followed regarding the current “Adopt-a-School Board Director Program.”  .  This needs to be looked at and revamped being that there are now only three units.  Maybe something can be done during School Board Recognition Month, which is in January.

●
Rule #17 – Change title to “School Board Director Program” and eliminate the complete description.
M5 Nancy Crowder moved to revamp the “Adopt-a-School Board Director Program.”  The motion was seconded and approved.
Sandy Costantino read a report from Judy Hines stating that there are about 800 books left over from the RIF Program.  There was no second distribution last school year.  Would it be possible for Paynter to have a book distribution of its own?  They would need about $100 to purchase more books; currently, there are more books for the K-2 age group.
M6 Carolyn Lewis moved to donate the books left over from RIF to Paynter Elementary to be used at their discretion.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Unfinished Business
Fundraising and Order of Precedence

Summer Session

Report will be sent via e-mail for viewing.  Cindy Depretis reported that the summer session was very informative and prepared her for being President at HMS.

Breakfast Meeting
The Council Kick-off Breakfast Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 1, in Room 322 at BHS.  Dr. Wilkinson and Dr. Korchnak will be attending.  Beverages and paper products will be ordered through Aramark.  Everyone should bring a breakfast item and e-mail to Sandy what you are bringing so there are not duplicates.  Nancy Crowder will make the spiral ham.  There should be approximately 25 people.

PTA Updates
BHS:  Theresa Sexauer reported that there is a meeting tomorrow (9/18/09) with Harry regarding the Spirit Wear Store.  There are many questions from seniors regarding getting transcripts to colleges in light of the new Skyward grading system.  There are currently 180 PTSA members.  Spirit wear sale ends September 25.  The next PTSA meeting is October 5.
HMS:  Cindy Depretis reported that she is in the process of organizing chairpeople.  Open House is scheduled for October 6.  There will be Spirit Wear items for sale, membership table, and Sarris candy sale will also begin.  Unfortunately, there will be no School Supply sales this year due to the lack of a chairperson.  The Food Drive will also be advertised during Open House with an empty box.  Food can be dropped off during the Teen Center.  November 13 is the 6th grade Bingo; a co-chair is still needed.

Paynter:   September 24 is the first PTA meeting.  The Spirit Wear Sale starts in October.  November 10 is Open House.  Enjoy Books are currently being sold for $27; Kids’ Stuff books are being sold for $25.  The Fall Fundraiser has started, which consists of magazine subscriptions, food items, and various other items.
Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30pm.  
Submitted by:    _________________________________________




Karen Pavlick, Council Recording Secretary
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