Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA
Minutes

Breakfast Kick-Off Meeting

October 1, 2009 (Corrected)
Baldwin High School – Room 322
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:50 a.m.  President Sandy Costantino presided over the meeting.  The following officers were in attendance:   President Sandy Costantino, Second Vice President Susan Hayhurst, Treasurer Christina Gruber, Recording Secretary Karen Pavlick, and DJ Emanuelson, Corresponding Secretary.  Inspiration read by Sandy Costantino.   The pledge of allegiance was recited.  Roll Call was taken, attachment #1.
Dr. Korchnak installed the new BW Council Officers for the 2009-2010 school year.
Superintendent’s Report

Paynter and McAnulty Elementary have 100% of their student body up to date with immunizations.  Some students at the other buildings still need to complete their immunization requirements.

BHS – 21 students


HMS – 19 students


Whitehall Elementary – 7 students

The Allegheny County Health Department is providing free immunizations on October 1 and 2 until 7:00 p.m.

The first case of H1N1 was reported at Paynter Elementary.  Whenever a case is confirmed, all rooms and buses that the infected student came into contact with will be disinfected.  A letter will be sent home with all students in the building alerting families to the situation and what steps have been taken.  Teachers are to observe students and send anyone with possible symptoms to the nurse.  On the BW website, there are steps for flu prevention.
Dr. K introduced the administrative staff that was present.  He said candidates for Business Manager and Facilities Manager will be brought in shortly.
Dr. Wilkinson praised Debbie Hindmarch at Administration for getting the transcript system up and running.
Dr. K said the teachers are having follow-up training for Skyward on October 12; there are still some questions.  Overall, the system is working well, and there has been positive feedback from parents so far.

It was asked why immunizations were not showing up on students’ Skyward accounts.  Dr. Lutz explained that the school nurses are able to view the up-to-date immunizations, but the parents are not.
Dr. Lutz stated that since the elementary grades are standards based, the averages may not be correct.  This should be resolved before the Oct. 12 training.  There will not be mass interim reports printed since parents can now view their children’s grades on Skyward.  If parents do not have internet access, they can request that a report be sent home.

Dr. Lutz said that students will be getting their own Skyward access code shortly, which will only allow them to access their grades.  The parent access code enables you to change personal information, so you may not want to share this code with your child.  Alumni can still use the system once they graduate from BHS.  Also, you don’t have to call your child off sick anymore; you will receive an automated call informing you that your child is not in school.
It was asked if parents will continue to receive hard copies of their children’s report cards.  Dr. Lutz said that they will still receive them.  Letters will be going out to parents explaining the new system.

Rachel Gray, HMS Principal, said that the 8th grade students are enjoying the new Study Islands, which reinforce reading, math, and science.  These activities are in line with the PA Standards and are used as a benchmark for the 4Sights testing.  This program gives immediate feedback and shows teachers where they need to focus instruction.  Students can access at home.  Info about this program will be in the HMS October newsletter.  Fall magazine sale went well.  On May 12, 2010, Mrs. Gray will dress up as a pierogie at the Pirate game.  She will be racing against other principals.
Mrs. Gray said that the anti-bullying program in place at HMS stresses consistent reinforcement from all teachers and stresses the four anti-bullying rules.  Dr. K said that we have one of the best anti-bullying programs and that it is very effective.
Dr. Wilkinson said that everything is going well at BHS; the Senior Auction is going on today.
DJ Emanuelson stated that everything is going well at McAnnulty; there have been no major problems with Skyward.

A question arose about the new elementary procedures for picking students up after school.  Why do parents have to sign in at the office and then again before leaving the building with their children?  DJ said that no specific incident prompted this new procedure; all three elementary schools are following this to create uniformity.
Gus at Administration is being promoted to a new position.  Lila will be taking over for him; someone else will be hired for her current position.
The following questions were asked regarding possible classes being offered:
●
Will technology classes will be offered at HMS?  Mrs. Gray said they are looking into it.

●
Will foreign language classes be offered at the elementary level?  This is not currently being considered but has been looked at in the past.  It would take 2-3 years to implement such a program.
●
Why was Drivers’ Ed eliminated at BHS?  It is because of the cost (salaries, drivers, etc.) and liability insurance.  It has been shown that there is actually a higher incidence of tickets with students who have taken drivers’ ed.

Dr. K would like to create a recycling program within the schools utilizing the Abitibi bins.  There is so much paper within the classrooms that is not being recycled.  There may be liability issues with students carrying large amounts of paper outside to the bins.  Maybe bins can be placed within the schools.  Nancy Crowder stated that the BHS bin will remain at the Wallace Building, and another one will be placed at BHS.
Education Report
DJ Emanuelson stated that school districts do not have a choice in administering the Keystone Exams.  However, the manner in which to administer the test is up to each individual district.  Studies show that the only thing these tests raised was drop-out rates.  PSEA and PA PTA are working closely in regard to exit exams.

There are two boxes of old PTA scrapbooks, etc., at McAnnulty.  DJ will mention this to Jim O’Brien.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the September 3, 2009, meeting were approved as presented.
The minutes from the September 17, 2009, meeting were approved with the following corrections:

Page 3 – Under Founder’s Day, “deserts” should be “desserts.”  Under Ways and Means, change the second sentence to read, “The current bin will remain at the Wallace Building; an additional one needs to be put at BHS.”

The first Paynter PTA meeting is September 24, NOT September 27.

Treasurer’s
Report

The Treasurer’s Report will be placed on file for audit, attachment #2.  The balance as of 10/01/09 is $6,988.31.
M1  Nancy Crowder moved to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Committee Reports
Directory:  There was a discussion about whether the directory could be e-mailed to administrators and chairpeople instead of being copied and hard copies handed out.

Sarris Candy:  Carolyn Lewis will be the chairperson for this committee.

Council Reflections:  Susan Hayhurst reported that the Pizza Party and Awards Ceremony will take place on Thursday, December 17, at Paynter Elementary.

Membership:  Theresa Sexauer reported the following membership totals:


BHS – 281


Paynter – 212


HMS – No Report

The Early Bird is due on October 1.  Paynter has mailed in its totals for the Early Bird.

President’s Report
Sandy asked Andrew Sanders to put Council’s name, along with the other PTA units, on the main page of the district website.
Council needs new fundraising ideas; please bring your ideas to our meetings.

Sandy e-mailed for a volunteer to wear the Recycling Retriever costume for Open House at Paynter, and Beth DePetro has volunteered.
Order of Precedence
BW/Council Officers are chosen in the following order:


President


1st Vice President


2nd Vice President


Recording Secretary


Corresponding Secretary


Treasurer

Committee chairs are chosen in the following order:


Education

Public Relations


Council Cares


Membership


Senior Scholarship


School Board Candidates’ Forum


Abitibi


Directory


Legislation


Founders’ Day


By-Laws


Vision Screening


Web Master


Health & Safety


Sarris


Spirit Wear

Local Unit Presidents are chosen in the following order:


BHS President


HMS President


Paynter President

Council Delegates are chosen in the following order:
Council Delegates from each unit should be identified by name, if possible

HMS (2) Nancy Crowder

Paynter (2)


BHS (2) Debbie Clinton and Cris Brady

Administrators are chosen in the following order:


Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education


Paynter Principal


HMS Principal


Superintendent


BHS Principal


Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Education


McAnnulty Principal


Whitehall Principal

M2  Nancy Crowder moved to accept the Order of Precedence.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Unfinished Business
Holiday Luncheon:  BHS will not be able to provide a tea this year because classes have been shortened.
A letter regarding the reprographic bills was delivered to Tammy Caponi on September 28.  So far, there has been no response.

Region 3 training will possibly take place in November.  The cost is $5/person and is open to everyone.
New Business

January is School Board Recognition month.  Discussion of how to recognize our school board members; there was a suggestion of maybe a small gift.  This will be discussed at the next meeting.
The Founders’ Day Standing Rule regarding Council’s Expenses is okay as written.

Unit Updates

Paynter – JeNeanne Solenday has stepped down as President; Cindy Depretis is the new President.  She checked with PA PTA, and she is allowed to be president at two units.  She composed a letter to administration asking for the total amount Paynter owes for reprographic bills and dropped it off.  Sandy Cindrich is currently updating the Paynter website.  Breakfast with Dad will be held on two consecutive Fridays—A thru L will attend on October 16; M thru Z will attend on October 23.  A Skating Party will be held at Bladerunners on Monday, October 12, from 11:00-2:00.  The Halloween parade and parties will be held on Friday, October 30.  The next PTA meeting is Thursday, October 22, at 7:00.

HMS – President Cindy Depretis stated that Open House will be held on Tuesday, October 6.  There will be Spirit Wear for sale and a PTA sign-up table.  Sixth grade bingo will be held on Friday, November 13.  The next PTA meeting is Tuesday, October 13.
BHS – President Tina Rothermel reported that the Spirit Wear sale went very well.  The Spirit Wear Store will not materialize; there is not enough help from teachers and students.  The membership is now 250.  BHS magnets will be sold at Open House on Thursday, October 8.  The next PTA meeting is Monday, October 5, at 9:30.
Adjournment: There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 12:30pm.  
Submitted by:    _________________________________________




Karen Pavlick, Council Recording Secretary
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