Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA
Minutes

November 5, 2009
Baldwin High School – Room 322
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:50 a.m.  President Sandy Costantino presided over the meeting.  The following officers were in attendance:   President Sandy Costantino, Second Vice President Susan Hayhurst, Treasurer Christina Gruber, and Karen Pavlick, Recording Secretary.  Inspiration read by Sandy Costantino.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
Guest Speaker, Jim O’Brien

Jim O’Brien talked about ways to increase school spirit in the BW School District.  PTA membership needs to be increased at BHS; only about 1/3 of the teachers are members.  There needs to be more parental involvement at the individual schools.  Parent/Teacher groups need to hold parents to a higher standard, NOT teachers.  “We keep changing the rules so no one is breaking the rules.”

Mr. O’Brien was disappointed that Open House at BHS was not very well attended.  Concerning the dress code, parents need to check their children before coming to school for appropriate attire.  School spirit needs to be promoted more.  Students and staff should wear purple and white every Friday during the school year.  He and Dr. Wilkinson are also trying to make BHS a “student friendly” building.  Students should be encouraged to smile, shake hands, and say “hello.”
Mr. O’Brien is also starting to compile a data base of speakers that can come to BHS and talk to the students regarding career options and job shadowing.  Please give him the names of any individuals who may be interested in coming in to talk to the students.
Dr. Korchnak stated that the new website should be up and running by January 2010.  An outside company may manage the site.  He also said that in addition to parental help, teachers and administration must also enforce the dress code.  It was brought up that cheerleader uniforms are very short; please inform Dr. Wilkinson about this if it continues.

It was asked if the Spirit Store could be made a part of a business course.  Dr. K said it is hard to have teachers involved because of the liability in dealing with money.

Dr. K said to post on the BW Council web page the dress code and that every Friday will be purple and white day for the whole district.  Regarding black being added to the school colors, he said that only 10% black can be added to uniforms, etc.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes from the October 1, 2009, meeting were approved with the following corrections:

Page 1, Paragraph 1 – Treasurer Christina Gruber was NOT present at the meeting.
Page 4, Order of Precedence, Council Delegates from each unit should be identified by name, if possible.
HMS – Nancy Crowder

BHS – Debbie Clinton and Cris Brady

Roll Call was taken

Education Report
DJ Emanuelson passed out an article from the Brookings Institution titled, Education in the Obama Administration, attachment #1.  It mentions various reform initiatives that the administration is encouraging, such as teacher merit pay, more charter schools, a longer school year, etc.  The article is commending them for their effort this first year.  DJ can report back to Council regarding any of these initiatives.  He also passed out a sheet listing some helpful hints for a successful parent/teacher conference; these are also listed on the BW website.
Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Korchnak explained that the Keystone Exams are a diagnostic tool for each student.   It follows every child through his or her education and targets areas of proficiency and areas that need improvement.  This is a valuable tool that addresses individual students’ needs.  Dr. K also stated that there are now PSSA tests for special needs students because one standard fits all, NOT one test fits all.
The Financial Department is currently being reorganized, and new employees have been hired.  The state budget has been passed with a $150,000 difference, but everything looks okay.  BW School District recovered all but $3,500 of the embezzled money, and the rest was covered by insurance.
A plaque that Council received from the PA PTA for “Outstanding News Article” was given to Dr. Korchnak, which he will hang in the board room for us.  

 

Dr. K also stated that the finger printing system in the cafeteria will start this month.  Skyward is working great, and the student data section is exceptional.  By July 1, the business section will be online also.
It was asked if there would be a comprehensive program in the schools for Veterans’ Day.  Dr. K said there would not be one and that it is up to the individual teachers to do something.  He also commended the Highlander Band for doing a great job at the Tournament of Bands and capturing first place in their division.  Dr. K will talk to Mary Anne Kraus regarding an August 9 bank statement that was inadvertently put on the district website.  This information is confidential and should not have been posted.
It was asked why the district calendar does not have any PTA meetings listed.  Dr. K said that it would be impossible to list all of the meetings for the entire district on the calendar.  A discussion ensued about whether a district calendar is even needed since each individual school has its own calendar.

A copy of Our Children in which President Sandy Costantino was mentioned in an article was given to Dr. K.  Dr. K will talk to Tammy Caponi regarding the copies for the transportation survey that were inadvertently billed to BW Council.   He instructed Council to eliminate it from the repro bill.
Correspondence

Roll Call was taken.
Regarding the Reprographic Billing, Invoice #8621 for the Transportation Survey was deducted.  Two invoices for Spirit Wear are for BHS, not Council.  Tina Rothermel has already received copies of these invoices.  They were deducted from Council’s total.

M1  Christina Gruber moved to pay the BW Council July 1 2008 thru January 2009 reprographic bills in the amount of $854.84.  The motion was seconded and approved.
Treasurer’s
Report

Christina Gruber passed out a report showing that our Sarris fundraising will be decreased this year since we are down one unit and must pay the outstanding reprographic bill, attachment #2.  Council needs a good fundraising idea to make up for the lost income.  Nancy Crowder will investigate a fundraiser involving greeting cards being ordered and sent via a website.
The Treasurer’s Report will be placed on file for audit, attachment #3.  The balance as of 11/05/09 is $7,237.37.

M2  Nancy Crowder moved to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded and approved.

It was agreed that the bill for tulips for Red Ribbon Week in the amount of $72.65 should be paid by Council.

Committee Reports

Council Reflections:  Susan Hayhurst reported that the Pizza Party and Awards Ceremony will take place on Thursday, December 17, at Paynter Elementary.  Paynter will be participating in Reflections.

Fundraising:  Possibly have a bake sale at BHS Open House next year.

Health & Safety:  Lynnmarie Leng reported that the deadline for the Alcohol Awareness Poster is November 15, and the winner will be announced November 20 at Paynter.

Membership:  Theresa Sexauer reported the following membership totals:

BHS – 370


Paynter – 290


HMS – 75

Web Master:  Nancy Crowder reported that Paynter has a person willing to maintain their website.  Homestead, who maintains the Council website, has one password for the entire site.  This is free to non-profits.  Each unit can make up a web name and link to bwpta.com.  She will check with HMS and BHS to see if they have an individual to maintain their sites.

The next BW Council meeting will be on Thursday, December 3, in Room 322 at BHS at 9:30am.  There will be a brief meeting followed by a luncheon at Thee Olde Place.
It was decided that recognizing the School Board Directors in January will be determined yearly according to budget constraints.
Nancy Crowder will chair the PLM committee, and Karen Pavlick and Debbie Clinton will help.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 12:25pm.  
Submitted by:    _________________________________________




Karen Pavlick, Council Recording Secretary
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