Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA
Minutes
May 6, 2010
Baldwin High School – Room 322

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.  President Sandy Costantino presided over the meeting.  The following officers were in attendance:   President Sandy Costantino, Treasurer Christina Gruber, Vice President Susan Hayhurst, and Karen Pavlick, Recording Secretary.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  Inspirational reading by Chris Gruber.  Roll Call was taken, Attachment #1.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the April 8, 2010, meeting were approved as presented.

Correspondence
Sandy Costantino read two thank-you notes from the Baldwin Borough Food Pantry for donations that were collected during the HMS Musical and the Paynter bingo.  A thank-you note from BCUMC for donations collected during the HMS Musical was also read, Attachment 2.

Treasurer’s Report
The treasurer’s report will be placed on file for audit, attachment #3.  The balance as of 5/6/10 is $9,274.17.  The bill for the Sarris Candy sale has been received and paid.

Christina Gruber informed everyone that the PTA state membership dues will increase by $1 for each member.  She suggested waiving the $25 fee that each local unit pays to BW Council.

The BW Council of PTAs proposed budget for 2010-2011 was presented.

M1  Chris Gruber moved to accept the proposed budget with the exception to lower the Sarris income to $3700.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Committee Reports
Reflections – Susan Hayhurst reported that the Council Awards Ceremony will be held the evening of Friday, May 21, at Paynter Elementary.  Pizza will be served, and trophies will be presented.  Susan then proposed putting an ad in the Baldwin football program.

M2  Susan Hayhurst moved to place a quarter-page ad in the Baldwin Football Program and take the money from Contingency.  The motion was seconded and approved.

BW Food Drive – Sandy Costantino reported that there will be one more food drive during the Spring Choral Concert on Thursday, June 3, and will be held in the North Atrium at BHS.
Abitibi – Sandy reported that the bins at Paynter and the Wallace Building have not been collected as of May 6.  The HMS bin was collected before the end of April.  Sandy has been trying to contact Abitibi to clarify the rules for how much has to be in each bin during April (2 tons or surpassing the amount collected in  April 2009).

Superintendent’s Report
Dr. K reported that there will be a 0.1 mil decrease in taxes.  The tentative budget was approved the previous night at the board meeting.  He is waiting for final numbers from the state to complete the budget.  We are in a good financial position, and our audit has been completed.  The preliminary budget will be voted on May 12, and the final budget will be voted on June 9.

It was asked why the district is sending out a newsletter that costs $18,000 to produce and distribute.  Dr. K said that we are looking into partnering with UPMC and their “In Community” magazine.  This would great greatly reduce our cost by approximately $10,000 every issue.  UPMC would produce and send the magazine regarding happenings in the Baldwin-Whitehall community.  It would contain appropriate ads.

Dr. K said that the proposed charter school in Baldwin Township that did not get approval from the board appealed to the state on May 3.  If it would go ahead, this may affect our budget and staff requirements, most notably the Support Services for refugee students.  This could be approved by PA State in June.

Dr. K discussed the following issues:

· During emergency situations, the building is in a lock down and parents are called.  This plan needs to be looked at to make sure it is district wide—not different for every building.  Parents cannot pick up their children during lockdown because it poses a risk to everyone.  No one should be near the building until the conflict has been resolved.
· There are nurses on staff at each building.  They can cover for one another when someone is out.  Currently, BW has more nurses on staff than is required by law.  There is no nurse on duty during intramurals.
· Students who went to work with a parent on “Take Your Child to Work” day received an excused absence.
· Seniors graduating with a “Distinction” honor will be given a one-week notice.  The rankings can be very close are must take into consideration final grades.
· A new science program for HMS is being evaluated; in addition, it is also being considered to have labs added to all sciences classes at BHS.  There would need to be an increase in the Science budget for equipment.  This would start in the fall of 2010.
· Dr. K stated that the district has not changed the grading requirements for BHS band students; teachers may have changed them.  He will look into this. 
· Dr. K will look into teachers recording homework as graded assignments; these should be included in 10% of the grade.  
· The summer maintenance employee requirements are being evaluated.  After summer needs are determined, there will be a lottery in June; there is a budget for 60 summer subs.  It is being looked at eliminating the overnight maintenance shift.
· The HMS field project is on target and will be for community use. 
· Dr. K stated that we are close to hiring a new principal for BHS; assistant principals will be in place by July 1.  Janeen Peretin has resigned and accepted a position at Bethel Park.  The second round of interviews for BHS principal have been completed; there are currently three good candidates for this position.  He hopes to present this to the board, hire in June, and start in July.
· It was asked how a PTA-board connection can be established.  Dr. K said to put board members on e-mail lists or send info to Dr. K (with a copy to Mary Ann Kraus), and he will distribute.
· The BHS band’s status as a competitive band was discussed.  Dr. K stated that it currently does not appear in the curriculum that competitions are graded.  Therefore, the band would be responsible for paying for transportation to competitions.  The curriculum can be changed to include competitions as part of the classroom grade.  Dr. K will look into rewriting this.
· Flyers for Abitibi recycling bins can be placed on the PTA website, not on the BW website.

Unfinished Business
Nominating Committee – No report.
End-of-Year Event – It was decided that there is not enough time to plan anything.
BHS PTSA has reimbursed BW Council for use of Sam’s card to purchase items for the “Have a Nice Day Café.”

New Business
Carolyn Lewis and Debbie Clinton volunteered to serve on the Audit Committee.

M3  Cindy Depretis moved to have Carolyn Lewis and Debbie Clinton service on the BW Council Auditing Committee.  The motion was seconded and approved.

PTA Summer Leadership Training, which will be held on Saturday, July 10, will cost approximately $40/person.

M4  Cindy Depretis moved to have BW Council pay for people from any of the units to attend PTA Summer Leadership Training, not to exceed the budget. 
The motion was seconded and approved.

Election of Officers 
The following individuals have been nominated for BW Council Officers for the 2010-2011 school year:

President – Open
1st Vice President – Open
2nd Vice President – Open
Treasurer – Christina Gruber
Recording Secretary – Karen Pavlick

President’s Report
Sandy informed everyone to get procedure folders together if you are not returning to chair a committee next year.  Also, get event dates to Sandy for inclusion in the district calendar.

Sandy reported that Council training on April 30 went well and that six people attended.  Each unit was represented—Cindy Depretis from Paynter and HMS and Elaine Soukup from BHS.  Sandy gave a brief report, Attachment #4.

Local Unit Updates
BHS – Teacher Appreciation Luncheon is today, May 6, in the Teachers’ Lounge.  The Senior Prom is on Friday, May 28, at the Omni William Penn.  The Junior Prom is on Friday, May 21, at the Willow Room.  Bump Up Day for 8th grade students to tour the high school is Friday, June 11.
HMS – Teacher Appreciation Luncheon was held on Wednesday, May 5.  The next PTSA meeting is Tuesday, May 25, and election of officers will be held.  Basket donations for the 8th grade dance are being requested.  Greek Games will be held on June 7 and 8; helpers and medals are needed.  Fun Day is scheduled for Thursday, June 10; helpers are needed.  Currently looking at a date to hold a mock Teen Center for incoming Paynter and Whitehall students.  It will be held after school.
Paynter – Teacher Appreciation luncheon is being held today, May 6.  Teachers are receiving a small gift every day this week.  Mornings with Mom will be held on Friday, May 7 (A-L), and Friday, May 14 (M-Z).  The next PTA meeting and election of officers will be held on Thursday, May 27, in conjunction with the Art Show.  The Ice Cream Social is on Friday, May 14.  Fun Fair is Friday, May 21.  The 5th grade recognition is on Friday, June 4, and the pool party is on Monday, June 7.  Field trips are now going on for all grade levels.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m.  


Submitted by:    _________________________________________
			Karen Pavlick, Council Recording Secretary
Date Approved:  


1

