Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA
Minutes
March 4, 2010
Baldwin High School – Room 322

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m.  President Sandy Costantino presided over the meeting.  The following officers were in attendance:   President Sandy Costantino, Treasurer Christina Gruber, Vice President Susan Hayhurst, and Karen Pavlick, Recording Secretary.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  Inspiration reading by Chris Gruber.  Roll Call was taken, Attachment #1.

Guest Speaker
Paul Svirbel, Facilities Manager, discussed the new recycling program that is being implemented in all of the schools, Attachment #2.  This will not interfere with the Abitibi bins, which are located outside of the school buildings.   The Abitibi bins are used by the community.

Superintendent’s Report
Dr. K presented two plans for making up the school days missed during the February snowfall.  Plan B will probably be approved by the board, which is as follows:  Full days on March 12 and 31; half day on April 1; full days on April 5 and May 18.  June 10 will be graduation, and June 11 will be the last day of school for students.  Students will have 181 days of school, and teachers will have 193.

There was a discussion regarding the labs required for certain classes.  Some students are missing other classes in order to do their lab work.  Dr. K said that it is being looked into adding more labs and hands-on activities for the 2011-2012 school year.  Dr. K also wants to increase AP classes and limit lower-level classes.

Dr. K said Presidents’ Day could not be a make-up day since it was already a day off for students and teachers and was part of the teachers’ contract.

Lacrosse for HMS will be voted on by the board and should be in place this spring.  It will depend upon budget and staffing needs.

Discussion regarding how the BHS Guidance Office is not “student friendly.”  Dr. K and Dr. W will look into this matter and discuss how to improve it.

The 2010-2011 school calendar has a start day of August 30 and last day of June 9.  The proposed calendar includes five extra snow days.

Dr. K said the grading scale at the elementary level is being reviewed to make it more rigorous.

At the school board meeting this coming Wednesday, there will be a vote for the new Assistant Principal at BHS.  The search will continue for a new Principal at BHS.  Dr. W will still be Principal for the 2010-2011 school year.

It was asked how Honors and AP classes are determined?  These curriculums are submitted by teachers and approved by the board.

Pennsylvania is going to pilot 10th graders graduating early and going to college.  This will be a very limited number of students.  High school students can currently take college courses through CCAC.  This dual enrollment is not well advertised.

Dr. K is looking into having a Coffee Talk sometime in the spring; no date has been scheduled.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the February 4, 2010, meeting were approved with the following correction:

Under Committee Reports:
Website - The third sentence should read as follows:  “Nancy will call Homestead to see if we can reduce our cost since Paynter now has its own site.

Treasurer’s Report
The treasurer’s report will be placed on file for audit, attachment #3.  The balance as of 3/4/10 is $15,670.58.  The check for reprographic services has cleared.

BW Council will pay half the cost for the Paynter bingo flyer.

M1  Susan Hayhurst moved to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Unfinished Business
Senior Scholarship – 22 seniors applied; 3 didn’t meet the requirements.
Connor Corcoran is the recipient of the scholarship.
PA PTA Training – Date, time, and place of training will be determined, and final plans will be announced at next month’s meeting.
Nominating Committee – No one yet has expressed an interest in being an officer for next school year.

New Business
There will be an Internet Safety Parent Program on Thursday, March 18, at 7:00 at HMS.  Officer Dave Artman from the Whitehall Police Force will be giving the program.  This information will be put on the website and Google group.  Must first get approval from administration for a flyer that will be distributed in the schools.


Committee Reports
Abitibi – These bins are not affected by the new school recycling program.  There is a paper drive contest during the month of April.  If the bins collect as much or more than April 2009, Abitibi will double our compensation for the month.
Reflections – Susan Hayhurst is working with Criss Fox at Paynter regarding a date for the ceremony, possibly late April.
School Board Director Program – It was decided to keep this program open.  School board directors will be acknowledged during January, which is School Board Director month.

M2  Debbie Clinton moved to have a generic statement in the Standing Rules stating that we will acknowledge the BW School Board Directors during January, which is School Board Recognition month; this will be evaluated yearly.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Sarris Candy Sale – Carolyn Lewis reported that the profit from the sale was $3700.  The deadline for orders is March 8.
Founders’ Day – Tina Rothermel reported that Marty Schmotzer was happy to be invited to Founders’ Day but thought the program should have had the school board write-up on the back.
Website – Nancy Crowder reported that the Paynter Elementary website is up and running.  It is linked to BWPTA.com.
Education Committee – 

M3  Carolyn Lewis moved to form an Education Committee with the objective to improve standards and rigor in the BW school district and increase student achievement and participation.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Legislation – Nancy Crowder passed out an “Onorato for Governor” handout regarding his plan for Pre-K – 12 Education, Attachment #4.  This is not an endorsement; this is for information only. 
There is currently a proposed Senate Bill regarding how school board elections are being handled.  Items it contains are:  only November elections; no party affiliations; must acquire 150 signatures.
The state-wide advocacy team looks at how education is funded.  They are currently studying people at K-12, library, and pre-school levels.  When issues arise, the team leaders will be a resource.
Spirit Wear Items – Nancy Crowder gave a presentation regarding various items that could be sold.  Window decals and other items were discussed.  Discussion about when and where to sell the items.

Local Unit Updates
BHS – President Tina Rothermel reported that the “Have a Nice Day Café” will be held March 23 thru March 26.  Volunteers are needed.


President’s Report
Sandy Costantino handed in the following report:

●	I wanted to thank Tina and Cindy for the wonderful Founders’ Day Celebration.

●	I presented Paynter with its membership award from State for Early Bird and Acorn certificate.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.  


Submitted by:    _________________________________________
			Karen Pavlick, Council Recording Secretary
Date Approved:  
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