Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA
Minutes
January 7, 2010
Baldwin High School – Room 322

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m.  President Sandy Costantino presided over the meeting.  The following officers were in attendance:   President Sandy Costantino, Treasurer Christina Gruber, and Karen Pavlick, Recording Secretary.  Inspiration read by Christina Gruber.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  

Roll Call was taken, attachment #1.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the December 3, 2009, meeting were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s	Report	
There has been no activity since the previous report on 12/3/09, attachment #2.  The balance as of 1/07/10 is $6,423.14.  The check for reprographic services is still outstanding.

M1  Carolyn Lewis moved to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Unfinished Business
Senior Scholarship – Theresa Sexauer is still working on the Standing Rule for this committee.
Food Drive at Paynter – Fred Vella reported that Paynter approved to have Council hold a Food Drive during Family Bingo on Friday, March 26.
Reprographics – Fred Vella has arranged a deal with Office Depot for Council and all units to be charged 2¢/copy at any location.  He needs to forward the PA sales tax exempt ID # and also the Federal Tax ID # for each unit.

M2  Carolyn Lewis moved to have Council pay for one-half of the cost of the fliers for each of the food drive announcements; the money will come from Health & Safety.  The motion was seconded and approved.

M3  Tina Rothermel moved to have Council hold a food drive during the Paynter Family Bingo on Friday, March 26.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Food Drive at HMS – Mrs. Hawk approved Council holding a food drive during the HMS Musical, which will be held on March 4, 5, and 6.  This announcement will be on the flier and also on the website.
Food Drive at BHS – Still waiting to hear back from Mr. Trantor on when we can hold the food drive.
PA PTA Training – Sandy will check with the state to see their availability to come in and hold a training session, possibly the end of April.
Health & Safety – Chairperson position is open.  Fred Vella and Debbie Clinton will ask for possible volunteers at their local unit meetings.

New Business
Nominating Committee – Need four volunteers to find people to fill BW Council Officer Positions for next school year.  Fred Vella, Paynter delegate, volunteered for this committee.  Need someone from BHS and HMS also.

Superintendent’s Report
Dr. Korchnak passed out a write-up titled, “School Delays and Cancellations,” which explained criteria that is used when deciding if school should be delayed or cancelled (Attachment #3).  This will also be passed out at the next school board meeting and is also posted on the BW website.  Dr. K reviewed the sheet and stated that this is procedure, NOT policy.

HMS received a grant for the Weather Bug, which is featured on KDKA during the weather segment of the news.

Dr. K likes the idea of having a Spirit Wear store at BHS and hopes it can materialize in the future.  Since there are no teachers willing to sponsor an FBLA club, he thought maybe there might be a parent who is interested.

The search for a new principal at BHS is still ongoing.  Dr. K wants to make sure the right candidate is chosen and not rush into anything.  Dr. Wilkinson is willing to fill in until a permanent replacement is hired.

BW School District has received a Bronze Medal of excellence.  Now we are striving to hopefully obtain gold by stressing rigor across the board at all schools.  Higher standards are currently being implemented in Language Arts and Elementary Science programs.  The ASSET Science Program is now being used in 6th grade.

Dr. K discussed the new charter school that is hoping to open in the former Rolling Hills Personal Care building in Baldwin Township.  It looks like it will go forward; already have 120 interested students and some on the waiting list.  It is modeled after a successful charter school in Central PA.  It will include grades K-5 when it opens and eventually house K-8.  It is tax supported but a separate entity with its own PTA, etc.  It will be required to meet PA standards of education.

The focus next school year will be on “Resiliency.”  Year 1 focused on “Curriculum,”, and this year’s focus is on “Instruction.”  The goal is for consistency in K-12.

It was brought up that many students cannot stay after school for tutoring because they do not have transportation home.  Dr. K would like tutoring provided sometime within the school day.  Also, the 21st Century grant does provide for transportation after the school day for those students who stay for tutoring.

Dr. K stated that the BHS courses being offered next school year will be approved next Wednesday, January 13, and will be available soon.  In mid-March, course demand will be assessed to review personnel needs.

Committee Reports
Sarris Candy Sale – Carolyn Lewis needs volunteers to help with Sarris candy pickup at HMS and Paynter.  C. Gruber, C. Depretis, and T. Rothermel volunteered to help.
Senior Scholarship – Theresa Sexauer will place the application forms in the BHS office today, and they are due back by February 8.  She would like the recipient’s name printed in the Senior Scholarship booklet.

Chris Gruber stated that Kathy Kraus was kind enough to complete the BW Council annual tax forms.  Council will send a thank-you note to Kathy for her time and effort.

Founders’ Day – Discussion ensued pertaining to the Standing Rules regarding payment of dinners.

M4  Theresa Sexauer moved to have Council pay for Tina Rothermel’s dinner at Founders’ Day due to the unavailability fo the 1st Vice President and Tina undertaking the responsibilities.  The motion was seconded and approved.

M5  Tina Rothermel moved to disregard Standing Rule 2 Expenses, (h) Council Founders’ Day, due to economic constraints for this current year only.  The motion was seconded and approved.

M6  Tina Rothermel made a motion for Council to pay half of the dinner cost for all attendees with the exception of the Superintendent and the Council PLM awardee, which will be paid in full.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Local Unit Updates
BHS – President Tina Rothermel reported that the next PTSA meeting will be on Monday, January 11, at 9:30 a.m.  The juniors and seniors are holding a prom fashion show at the South Hills Country Club on Sunday, February 21.  PTSA will be holding a Chinese auction at this event; Tina is currenty working on the gift baskets.  The café will be held at the end of March.
HMS – President Cindy Depretis reported that no December PTSA meeting was held.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 19, at 6:30 p.m.
Paynter – President Cindy Depretis reported that the next PTA meeting will be held on Thursday, January 28, at 7:00 p.m.  January 15 is the deadline for Reflections entries; the ceremony will be held during the PTA meeting.  There will be a Skating Party on Monday, January 18, at Bladerunners.  Dancing with the Teachers will be held on Saturday, January 30, at BHS.

President’s Report
Sandy Costantino reminded everyone that January is School Director Recognition Month.  Discussion followed regarding whether a card should be sent to each school board member or to just have one overall letter read at a meeting.

The next BW Council meeting will be on Thursday, February 4, 2010, in Room 322 at BHS at 9:30am

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.  

Submitted by:    _________________________________________
			Karen Pavlick, Council Recording Secretary
Date Approved:  
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