Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA

Minutes

January 8, 2009

Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 9:38a.m.  President Nancy Crowder presided over the meeting.  The following officers were in attendance:  President Nancy Crowder, 2nd Vice-President Susan Hayhurst, Recording Secretary Sandy Costantino, and Treasurer Chris Gruber.  Carolyn Lewis read the inspirational reading.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  Roll call was taken, attachment #1.  A sympathy card will be sent to Sharon Bommer for her mother passing away.  Thank you card will be sent to Ms. Szulczewski and her students for the delicious holiday luncheon.  Thank you card will be sent to Mr. Regelski and his students for the delicious chocolate chip cookies served at the holiday luncheon.

Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Korchnak reported.   He has asked the business office to take a look at the last 3 years for average for supply expenses and will talk with principals who will talk to the teachers for supplies for next year so parents don’t have to pay for supplies for the classroom.  Early bird negotiations with teachers end of January.   Teacher contract ends June 30.  Air quality will be done to get a base line for each building, and then a monthly check will rotate with each school.   Credit card will be implemented once it has been tested and a letter sent home.  A service charge will be applied to those paying by credit card.  Parents will be able to view what a student is ordering without having to use the credit card.   Budget timeline for the board at public meetings, if interested attend the public meeting. Next Coffee Talk will be in the evening. Questions entertained: Nancy Crowder asked Dr. Korchnak how he felt if council would have evening meetings, he would make the effort to attend the meetings.  Budget review committee will be decided by the school board.   Would the district be willing to have a public forum to make parents aware of the PA ACT PLAN, we would have to ask the appropriate personnel. Dr. K said to ask Dr. Lutz he made up the plan. BHS construction estimated completion date looks like late March. April 30 will be the BHS dedication.  
Consent Agenda Items

The minutes from the November 6, 2008 meeting were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report

Chris Gruber reported the balance as of January 8, 2009 is $3,898.73, attachment #2.  

M1  Tina Rothermel moved to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Taxes will be filed.  Expense report form will be on the council website to be downloaded and turned in with receipts attached.  

Committee Reports

Reflections:  Susan Hayhurst reported the awards ceremony was on December 11 at Harrison Middle School.  There was a great turn out even though the weather was bad.  All went well.  Reflections Program attachment 3. 

M2  Susan Hayhurst moved to move the balance of the Reflections budget to the RIF budget.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Health & Safety:  Tina Rothermel reported on the Health & Safety Fair.  Estimating the number of people attending, all of the programs (160) were passed out, and this doesn’t include the children that attended and the programs were handed out to each family.  She felt it was a good turn out.  She sent out feedback letters and received 5 responses back.  The feedback was to publicize more.  The grant from the state we received an honorary mention letter.  Tina will have an H&S committee meetings next month date to be determined.  If you are interested in being on the committee let Tina know.  Theresa Sexauer reported on the helmet sale there were only 13 orders.  All orders have been distributed.  She hasn’t received an invoice from the company, so she will follow through on it.  Nancy Crowder reported the Caring Team from Paynter was in the newsletter.  
Founders Day:  Nancy Crowder submitted a written report for Beth DePetro.  Report attachment #4 is on file.   Dinner is on February 6, 2009.  The cost will be $23.00.  Beth needs addresses from the High School and McAnnulty.  
Membership:  Theresa Sexauer reported totals for each unit: BHS 330, HMS 184, Paynter 284, McAnnulty 303.  Report submitted and placed on file, attachment #5.
Holiday Day Luncheon:  Nancy Crowder reported for Beth DePetro.  The ornaments guests received that day were made by Beth.  The luncheon went well.

RIF:  Chairman Judy Hines reported McAnnulty has a date set for sometime in February.  Paynter will set another date now that Council is paying for another distribution.  

Vision Screening:  Chair Dana Liberto reported:  Training dates are Feb 23, Feb 24 with a snow day of Feb 26.  The time of the training is 9:30am-noon.  If you have never done the training you need to attend 2 training days.  If you have done the vision screening previously you need to attend only 1 day of training.  Dana needs volunteers; she only has 9 people so far.  The actual vision screening is in the spring, and the volunteer sets the date and the preschool that they are available to do the screening at.  A flyer will be sent out asking for volunteers.  The training will take place in the board room.

Scholarship:  Theresa Sexauer reported she will give 3 days for the committee to choose from to set up a meeting and will meet at the Whitehall Library.  She will contact Ms. Wolf the President of BWEA to see what they will contribute to the scholarship.  The budget amount is $500.00 and the committee will determine how many scholarships to award.
Ways & Means:  Nancy Crowder reported.  Total amount received from Abitibi $63.85.

Spirit Wear fundraiser made $224.50.   Spirit Wear items or on the council website and still be ordered.  The orders will be placed once a month.  

Unfinished Business

Special Nominating Committee for President Position:  Theresa Sexauer reported.  No nominees yet.  Theresa asked if evening meetings would work, the response from those at the meeting were, try it and see what happens.

PA PTA Program:  Nancy will contact Dr. Keruskin and see if she can schedule him to do a Parent Involvement Program.
PLM Committee:   Nancy Crowder reported the recipients will be Mary Ann Kraus and Gus Celis

Education Law Center:  Nancy Crowder reported tentative date February 5, 9:30.
Chamber of commerce:  Nancy Crowder reported.  The lunches are reduced if we are members. We can send as many people as we would like at the discounted rate as per our budget.

New Business

WES PTO:  Nancy Crowder reported:  Whitehall PTO requested a meeting in December with the Executive Committee from Council and all, of the local unit PTAs. In attendance at the meeting were Dr. Korchnak, Nancy Crowder, Cindy Depretis, Sandy Costantino, Susan Hayhurst, Chris Gruber, Luci Marze, Laurencine Romack, Janet George, Lisa Sommer, Colleen Mondello and Kathy Kappert.  Council and WES PTO have agreed to cut all ties with each other.  Council will not use the Whitehall PTO room, unless it is an emergency and we are directed their by Administration. Council will not send anything through their building with out asking permission from the PTO first. Council will not fund WES PTO for Camfel production Programs or Red Ribbon Week Activities. President Crowder gave this some more thought after the meeting with WES PTO and was concerned that grant monies for the district was part of the funding for these programs, if so we need to be fair to Whitehall PTO. Dr. Lutz addressed this matter and said none of the grant monies can be directed to Red Ribbon Week supplies or to the Camfel Production Programs. The guidelines to that grant money keeps getting stricter each year as to what the monies can be used on.  
Camfel Productions Programs:  The high school is scheduled for April 16.  Much concern about the teachers not following up with the Camfel program after it is performed for the students. Tina and Nancy will meet with Dr. Wilkinson to discuss this further. 

Sam’s membership:  Nancy Crowder reported:  Council signed up for business Sam’s club membership in December. Nancy had a business membership under someone else that was up for renewal. Tina Rothermel had asked that Nancy look into doing this again as Lois had done in the past. Nancy paid for the membership under Council’s name. Tax exempt status is on file. Council is tax exempt if using a council check. Eight memberships can be added at a $35.00 cost to the member that would like to join. This price includes a free spouse membership. It is a savings of $5.00 to the member.
PA PTA Basket raffle donation for state convention on April 24-26, 2009:  
M3  Tina Rothermel moved to give $100.00 for the raffle basket.  Tina Rothermel withdrew motion from the floor.   
M4  Carolyn Lewis moved to take $75.00 out of Leadership Training for the raffle basket at the state convention.  The motion was seconded.  Voice vote followed, with majority approving and one Nay.  The motion passed.  
Most outstanding published article entry:  Nancy Crowder reported she will send into PA PTA an article titled “PTA Members are Heroes Working for BW Students” dated July 10, 2008 in the South Hills Record.

President’s Report
Total Learning Center:  Nancy Crowder reported.  Next program is Response to intervention in the classroom.  Contact Nancy for more information if interested.

Report of EPLC “Parents and Community Leadership Institute” held 10-28 to 11-25-08:
Nancy Crowder reported she and Beth DePetro were 2 of 8 people from B-W that took the course. Beth DePetro was a site coordinator for EPLC and Nancy represented PA PTA. A school board workshop will be in February with a cost of $40.00
PA Education Symposium:  Nancy Crowder reported:  Workshop addressed the money our district received for our ESL and poverty students. We received an additional 5.71% in basic education subsidy to close the gap on per student spending. But our school board voted and gave the money back as a mileage reduction.  No other district did this.  

PTA Updates

Baldwin High School PTSA:  President Tina Rothermel, had no Report
McAnnultyElementary PTA:  President Jennie Zeman reported.  The McAnnulty PTA formed a committee for fact finding purposes only about PTA and PTO.  The committee hasn’t met yet.  
Harrison Middle School PTSA:  President Sandy Costantino submitted a written report, attachment #6.  She reported they had a successful Food Drive in November.

Paynter Elementary PTA:  No Report

Announcements

February 6, 2009 BW Council of PTA Founders Day Dinner, at the Georgetown Centre located at 526 East Bruceton Road in Pleasant Hills.  
February 17 is the actual Founders Day date

March 1, 2009 – Forward remaining dues to PA PTA

March 5, 2009 – Submit award entries to the PA PTA

April 24-26, 2009 – PA PTA Annual Convention, Crowne Plaza, Allentown

June 26-29, 2009 – National PTA Convention, Ft. Lauderdale, Fl.

August 1-2, 2009 – Summer Leadership training, Lewisburg, PA
Adjournment

Next council meeting is February 5, 2009 at 9:30a.m.tentative speaker is Sandy Zelno from the Education Law Center.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:02pm.  

Submitted by:   ____________________________________________

                                   Sandy Costantino

Approved on: _________________________
