Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA
Minutes
February 4, 2010
Baldwin High School – Room 322

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.  President Sandy Costantino presided over the meeting.  The following officers were in attendance:   President Sandy Costantino, Treasurer Christina Gruber, Vice President Susan Hayhurst, and Karen Pavlick, Recording Secretary.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  

Guest Speakers
Bill Gallagher and Tom Frank from Office Depot gave a presentation regarding our new reprographics agreement with them.  This program is offered through the One Source- U.S. Communities Program.  A card is needed to obtain this discount pricing.  Cards and catalogs were distributed.  Terms are cash, no credit.

Superintendent’s Report
A question was asked regarding how coaches are chosen for various sports teams.  Dr. K stated that when a new head coach is hired, he or she is able to hire a new staff of assistant coaches.

Dr. K will recommend that the charter school go ahead because they have a legitimate fiscal plan.  This should not eliminate teachers within the BW school district.  Teacher requirements are determined by services needed and enrollment, not by money available.  Our subsidy for refugee students, Title I, and free lunches would probably decline.  Our Support Services may also be diminished.

Dr. K has not yet found someone to fill the vacant Corresponding Secretary position on the BW Council board.  He would like an administrator in this position.

SkyAlert is now in place.  Everyone who has signed up has been receiving messages from Dr. Lutz regarding school closings and delays.

Dr. K believes field trips should be educational and relevant to the curriculum.  He will also look into lost instructional time from teachers showing unnecessary videos, pep rallies, etc.

Sandy Costantino will send an e-mail to Dr. K regarding the Founders’ Day Dinner, which he will then forward on to his staff.  It was suggested that maybe a member of BWEA could say a few words at the dinner.

Dr. K said the response to the on-line survey was good.

Several parents said that after they call their children off school for the day, they are still receiving automated calls from the district stating that their children are not at school.  Dr. K said this should not be happening and that he will talk to Tim Winner about this.

Dr. K discussed approaches to making students responsible for their actions, such as not turning in homework and class assignments.  Focus on “what” students did and want, not “why” because they will come up with excuses.

Reflections – Susan Hayhurst brought the winning entries from Paynter, which were then judged.   She is still working on a date for the pizza party.  The top three winners in each category will receive a trophy, and the rest will receive a medal.

Treasurer’s	Report	
The treasurer’s report will be placed on file for audit, attachment #1.  The balance as of 1/07/10 is $6,412.34.  The check for reprographic services is still outstanding.

M1  Nancy Crowder moved to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the January 7, 2010, meeting were approved as presented.

Correspondence
A resignation letter from DJ Emanuelson was read.  He is resigning from the positions of Corresponding Secretary and Education Chairman, effective immediately (Attachment #2).  In addition, a thank-you letter from Judy Hines was read in which she expressed her gratitude for receiving the PLM Award on behalf of BW Council of PTA (Attachment #3).

Unfinished Business
Food Drive - Sandy Costantino stated that the BWC Food Drive has been approved for Wednesday, May 26, at the Spring Concert at BHS.  A free ad will be placed in the spring musical program announcing the food drive.
Senior Scholarship – The following changes were suggested to the standing rule (Attachment #4):
In the fourth paragraph that begins “Notification,” put a comma after “announcements,” delete “and”, and add “and information will also be posted on the BW Council web site” after “group.”
Under “Eligibility,” move the sentence that begins “Applicant must provide …” to under “Payment of Scholarship” and change the word “Applicant” to “Recipient.”

M2  Nancy Crowder moved to accept the changes to the Senior Scholarship Standing Rule.  The motion was seconded and approved.

M3  Christina Gruber moved to transfer $150 from Contingency to line item Vision Screening to cover the cost of the book that was purchased last year.  The motion was seconded and approved.

President’s Report
A request has been sent to the state for PA PTA Training.  Possible dates are Thursday, April 29, or Friday, April 30.  Michelle will get back to Sandy regarding this.

The position of Health & Safety Chairperson is still open.

Office Depot cards were distributed as follows:  Four for HMS, six for Paynter, four for BHS, and BW Council Officers.

Fred Vella (Paynter) and Tina Rothermel (BHS) volunteered to be on the Nominating Committee.

Committee Reports
Sarris Candy Sale – Carolyn Lewis reported that the flyer has been sent out, and orders are due February 16.  Volunteers are set for pickup day on March 22.
Vision Screening – Judy Hines and Karen Pavlick will be attending training on February 22 and 23 at Paynter.
Founders’ Day – Please get your RSVPs in and spread the word about the dinner.  Cindy Depretis will send an e-mail to Dr. K extending the deadline to February 10 for board members since they received their invitations late.  Entertainment for the evening will be provided by the Baldwinaires.
Website – Nancy Crowder reported that Paynter Elementary now has its own website; Sandy Cindrich got the free website up and running thanks to her HTML knowledge.  It is linked to the BW Council website; Tim Winner will also link PTA to Paynter.  Nancy will call Homestead to reduce our cost since Paynter now has its own site.  Send anything you would like on the BW Council website to Nancy.
Abitibi – When it is available, a new bin will be placed at BHS.  The possibility of relocating Paynter’s bin to the rear of the building was discussed.
By-Laws – Carolyn Lewis reported that the state has added our revisions.

Local Unit Updates
BHS – President Tina Rothermel reported that the juniors and seniors are holding a prom fashion show at the South Hills Country Club on Sunday, February 21.  Thursday, February 25, is possibly the date of curriculum night.  Tina plans to have a table there featuring spirit items.  

Discussion followed regarding events where BW spirit items can be sold, possibly March 22 at Sarris Candy pickup.  Additional items than can be ordered and sold were also discussed.

M4 Cindy Depretis moved to allow Council sell additional spirit items as long as it does not interfere with local unit sales.  The motion was seconded and approved.

HMS – President Cindy Depretis reported that the Talent Show would be moved to May.
Paynter – President Cindy Depretis reported that the Valentine Day activities have been rescheduled for Friday, February 12.  Dr. Seuss Day will be on Tuesday, March 2.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 18, at 9:00 a.m.

Sandy Costantino received an e-mail from Jennifer Seitzinger, who is in Human Resources at Administration.  She expressed an interest in BW Council and the vacant Corresponding Secretary position.  It was suggested that she be invited to attend one of our meetings and informed that it is up to administration to fill the position.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.  

Submitted by:    _________________________________________
			Karen Pavlick, Council Recording Secretary
Date Approved:  
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