Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA

Minutes

April 2, 2009 (Corrected)
Harrison Middle School Teacher’s Lounge

(Pick up day for Sarris Candies orders for HMS & MES)

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:35a.m.  President Nancy Crowder presided over the meeting.  The following officers were in attendance:  President Nancy Crowder, 2nd Vice President Susan Hayhurst, Recording Secretary Sandy Costantino, and Treasurer Chris Gruber.  Parliamentarian Cindy Depretis was present at the meeting.  Inspiration read by Nancy Crowder.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Roll call was taken, attachment #1.  

Approval of Minutes

The minutes from the March 5, 2009 meeting were approved as presented.

Correspondence

Nancy Crowder read the note she will send to Mrs. Boyle about the books that were purchased in her husband’s memory for each school’s library.  Nancy Crowder read the thank you note she will send to each school board director thanking them for the on-line mealtime cafeteria accounts. 

Superintendent Report

Dr. Korchnak reported working on budget, awaiting enrollment numbers, will be finalized at the 3rd school board meeting of April.  
· Focus this year is on curriculum and next year will focus on instruction (better teacher tools).  
·  Well in range with teacher contracts. He believes that reduction in class size only makes a difference with 10-13 per class not between 20-23-25, etc…
·  Enrollment declining this year for the high school and middle school, losing 30-35 students at the middle school and 55-60 students at the high school; no significant staff change.  
· The School Board approved a new computer software program for Administration called Skyward. This software will include student health information, lesson planner and grade book, text book tracking thru bar code and computer entry as well as financial software and more.

· Rearrange structure from the superintendent’s office on down.  
· Will present a timeline to the board and put out to the public presenting no tax increase. He projects a small mileage decrease. “We are sound financially. I want to do a small decrease to show tax payers we know they are in tough times. We are working to run leaner and meaner. I promise you accountability.”  
· May 2 is the Open house for the high school, 1 to 4pm.   

· Dedication for the high school will be on April 30 in the auditorium.  Dedication book is being prepared by an outside company. This event is by invitation only.
· He has to decide what information will be on the district calendar.  Can’t put all the information out there the print would be too small.

· He will present to the board going to a four day work week over the summer.  Five Fridays would be shut down, would be savings to the district.  Summer school would be off on Friday’s too.  Has to look at the teams, bands, and union has to sign off on it, too.

· Dr. K asked if you would like to be an Education Trustee to get an application from Mary Ann Kraus for the Education Foundation.

· He extended to anyone if they have questions or hear of any rumors to contact him. 

                  Entertained the following questions:

· A school board director mentioned that maybe PTA is paying for things they shouldn’t be paying for and she wanted the opinion of Dr. Korchnak:  He stated to try not to be too zealous.  School should pay for ex: band uniforms that also need raincoats, pencils.  Recess is supplemental.   Suzy Gerst spoke on the part of the PA PTA purchases; don’t purchase items that will become the property of the district i.e., carpet, PA systems.  PTA shouldn’t pay for items the taxpayers should pay for.  So then ask the school board to pay for them.  B-W Council of PTA has a requisition form to submit to the school district.  
· Co-taught math at the middle school, will it be available next year – Mrs. Gray was present at the meeting and addressed this question; her plan is to keep it for next year. Nancy Crowder said she thinks this is a really good idea and seems to be working well for the students.
· Asked about the date for the first day of school – Dr. Korchnak will recommend to the board a start date of August 31 and last day June 11 or start date of Sept 8 and last day of June 18.   He will present in April and board will probably vote in May.

· Mrs. Gray welcomed us to Harrison.  She was in her second round of interviews for a new vice principal.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Chris Gruber presented the Treasurer’s Report, attachment #2.  The balance as of 4/2/09 is $19, 128.82 minus pending Sarris Candies bill.
M1  Susan Hayhurst moved to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Committee Reports
School Board Candidates Forum – Chairman Suzy Gerst reported.  The committee members are: Chair Suzy Gerst, BHS Theresa Sexauer, HMS Carolyn Lewis, HMS & BHS Evelyn Hipchen, BHS Kathy Hutchison, MES Rich Wyse, and PES a volunteer is needed.  Judy Hines/Sharon Bommer will represent Paynter. The next forum meeting will be on Monday, April 6 at 6:45pm at Caribou in Brentwood to go over questions.   The forum is on Wednesday, April 29, from 7:00-9:15pm at Salavatore’s, 5001 Curry Road.  There are 15 candidates.  The candidates will have 30 seconds to respond to the written questions.  This has changed from previous years where the candidates had one minute to respond, since there are so many running.  Salvatore’s is donating the water.  Printing costs will incur for the flyers, booklets and postage.  The current budget is only $100.00 

M2  Sandy Costantino moved to move $400.00 from National PTA budget to the School Board Candidates Forum.  The motion was seconded by Deb Clinton and passed.  
Suzy Gerst submitted a written report of the Forum Guidelines that has been placed on file, attachment 3, and copied into the minutes as follows:

FORUM GUIDELINES

1. Only candidates who have filed and are on the ballot will be invited to participate.
2. The rules for the evening will be presented to the candidates in advance and their written consent to abide by the will be obtained.
3. No letters or statements by absent candidates will be read.
4. Candidates may not send a substitute in their absence.
5. A timekeeper will be equipped with a sign, bell, and stopwatch.  
6. During the opening and summation statements, when a candidate has 30 seconds left, the timekeeper will hold up a sign to alert the candidate.  When the one-minute is up, the timekeeper will ring the bell indicating that the candidate must complete his or her sentence.
7. Each candidate will make a one-minute opening statement in response to a pre-determined question.
8. The candidates will draw numbers to determine the candidates’ order for seating and presenting opening statements.  The reverse order will be followed for presenting closing statements.  
9. After all opening statements are made the question and answer portion of the evening will begin.  WRITTEN QUESTIONS ONLY will then be entertained.  Index cards will be distributed prior to the opening statements and collected by the hostesses before the start of the forum, write only ONE QUESTION PER CARD.  Each candidate will be presented and answer a different question, during the question and answer portion of the evening.  The moderator will draw questions from the index cards.

The moderator and screening committee will select the questions.  **Each candidate will be allowed 30-seconds to answer each question.  When 30-seconds are is up, the timekeeper will ring a bell, indicating that the candidate must complete his or her sentence.

**The screening committee, consisting of three or four people, reviews the questions to avoid duplication, ensure a variety of topics, and eliminate any questions of a personal nature or that single out a particular candidate.

           The Summations will be entertained NO LATER than 9:00 p.m. 
10. Each candidate will be allowed to make a one-minute summation after the last question has been answered.  Summations will be given in reverse order.  It is at this time that each candidate may make any rebuttals.  NO REBUTTALS WILL BE MADE DURING THE QUESTION AND ANSWER PORTION OF THE EVENING.  
11. No election literature or paraphernalia may be worn or given out during the evening for any candidate running for public office.                                                                                                                      

12. The use of any visual aids, such as charts, graphs, etc., will not be permitted; however, candidates may bring notes to the table.
13. Candidates must REMAIN SEATED at all times during the Forum.

Nancy Crowder announced that Whitehall Public Library is having a “Meeting the Candidates” event on Friday, April 17, 2009, from 7:00 – 9:00pm.  Not a formal setting.

Reflections:  Chairman Susan Hayhurst reported Region 3 Reflections Chair Sherry Bruner sent out an email about the Region 3 luncheon, which will be on May 16 at West Mifflin High School.  

Vision Screening:  Nancy Crowder reported the screening is going on right now.  They need volunteers for April 14 at St. Gabe’s and April 23 at Paynter.  Council needs a new book titled “Ishihara’s Design Charts for Colour Deficiency” for vision screening.  Council owns 3 kits.  It will cost $150.00 to replace.

M3  Susan Hayhurst moved to move $150.00 from the National PTA budget and move it to the Vision Screening budget.  Motion was seconded and passed.
Unfinished Business

Bills for Reprographics:  Council had a discussion.  Bills unresolved at this point.

Delegates to PA PTA Convention:  

M4  Carolyn Lewis moved that due to financial situations council will not send delegates to the PA PTA Convention this year.   The motion was seconded by Susan Hayhurst and voice vote carried.

New Business

Audit Committee:   President Nancy Crowder asked to form the audit committee.

M5  Suzy Gerst moved to elect Judy Hines, Cindy Depretis, Carolyn Lewis and alternate Sharon Bommer to be on the Audit Committee.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Budget Committee Recommendations:  The committee recommends for next year, to re-charter  RIF.  Chairman Judy Hines will talk to the RIF Representative and ask to transfer charterr to Paynter and McAnnulty.   It was suggested that McAnnulty and Paynter units work together.  McAnnulty stated they can do their own book distribution on their own.  President Nancy Crowder asked the delegates from Paynter and McAnnulty to go back to their units and see if they want to continue with RIF and work together.  Also, ask if their unit will purchase the remaining 824 books that are left after the last council distribution.  
President’s Report

The Reflections Theme Search Winner for 2010-2011 was Green Council PTA, Uniontown, an Ohio based PTA.  The winning theme is “Together We Can”

Nancy reported she was a judge at the Whitehall Library’s 5th annual Cook-off “For Crock Pot Madness”.  An 8th grader from Harrison won.  

Local Presidents should e-mail all parents that are moving up into other schools and invite them to continue parent involvement through the PTA.

PTA Updates

BHS – Debbie Clinton reported.  The PTSA gives out two $500 senior scholarships.  For as many years as you and your child are PTSA members, the child gets a chance to win a senior scholarship.  The senior has to fill out an application. 
MES – Colleen Mondello reported.   State rep. came to a meeting about pros and cons of PTA.  They received information.  Nothing was said either way.  Nothing official has been done.   

PES – Ice Cream Social – April 3.  Science Fair – April 24   Paynter received a $1000 grant to pay for the science fair by Paynter’s chairman Sharon Bommer.  May 2 – Basketball game all units are participating.

HMS – Next PTSA meeting is April 16 at 9:15a.m.  PTSA will have a food drive at the next teen center on April 24.    School Supply Sale April 15, 16 & 17, April 29 Spring pictures by Life Touch.   May 8 5h Annual Talent Show.   
Council Announcements – Nancy reported.  

Next council meeting will be on May 7 at the Administration Building.  

April 27 – PTA Digital Website goes live.  See video on You Tube with PTA National CEO Byran V. Garrett at http://tinyurl.com/c3jsdn .  

April 27 – May 15 is PTA Movie Night go to www.pta.org. 

May 1 – Reducing Risk: Understanding the Adolescent Brain by UPMC at the Inn at Greentree (formerly the Holiday Inn), 4:30pm to 6:00pm.  RSVP to Pat S Woodke at 412-586-2575 or woodkep@upmc.edu. 

Look for Region 3 training information since we are not attending State Convention

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

Submitted by ________________________________ Approved ___________________

                            Sandy Costantino[image: image1.png]
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