Baldwin-Whitehall Council of PTA

Minutes

March 5, 2009

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:41a.m.  President Nancy Crowder presided over the meeting.  The following officers were in attendance:  President Nancy Crowder, 2nd Vice President Susan Hayhurst, Recording Secretary Sandy Costantino and Treasurer Chris Gruber.  The inspirational reading was read by Sandy Costantino.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Roll Call was taken, attachment #1.

Approval of Minutes:

The minutes from the February 5, 2009 meeting were approved as presented.

Correspondence:

A note will be sent to Mrs. Boyle about the books purchased by council for each of the building libraries in the honor of her husband, past school board director, Ron Boyle.
Superintendent’s Report:  
Dr. Korchnak entertained questions:  
· Copies – President Crowder asked about the back charges for copies for the parent groups. Dr. Korchnak stated, “That he thought this was settled. This is an issue for him alone to handle, not the School Board, not Mr. Foster, not anyone else but him. The buck stops here. I promise you right now that I personally will take care of this today.” Dr. K stated that the board does not need to vote on this. Dr. K then wrote himself a reminder note. The Council members made a request for a written procedure from Administration for the PTA to follow.
· Teacher contract – Dr. Korchnak said that he cannot talk about the talks that have been going on but he is pleased. He will be able to say more after the next meeting on the 23rd or 24th of March.   Administration is currently looking at staffing needs because they are working on the budget right now. Budget discussions with the School Board will begin at the first agenda meeting in April.
· Out sourcing buses – Dr. Korchnak stated that “he will look into and investigate outsourcing and he made us a promise that if he did outsource our buses that he would put in the contract that we use our bus drivers and that our current drivers would have first bid on the jobs.  He stated that this is what he has done in the past at other districts. The RFP that is out there now is for retro fitting for emission control and buying six new buses, not for outsourcing.” Nancy Crowder made a statement to Dr. Korchnak that he may wish to check with the board before he wastes a lot of time on investigating outsourcing in our district simply because at the meeting the night before which Dr. Korchnak was absent from, many board members made statements that they were not in support of outsourcing our buses. 

                  Dr. K said that he had stated when he was hired, that EVERYTHING would 
                  be looked at. Nothing would be left untouched. 
· Kindergarten crowding at McAnnulty – come to the 3rd school board meeting for creative ideas. Susan Hayhurst asked if realigning our district elementary schools was on the table. Dr. Korchnak said that nothing is off the table.

· 5th grade - looking at restructuring their instruction schedules so that they move room to room like the secondary students to get them acclimated for  middle school.
· Looking at a tentative start date of September 1st for the 2009-10 school year.

· Harrison - New V. Principal – has received about 45 applications: might bring in a substitute to fill until the end of the year. Also looking at reconstructing teams for next year.  
· We asked for the meet the teacher nights to be scheduled on separate days –he asked when PTAs would like to have them.  
Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Chris Gruber gave a verbal report.  Balance as of March 5, 2009 is $2,786.16.  She reported the Sales Tax Exempt status has been renewed.  The Incorporation status has been renewed.  The taxes are done.  Nancy mentioned to put in the budget for next year to have the taxes prepared by an accountant.  
M1  Sandy Costantino moved to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Committee Reports:

Arts in Education:  Susan Hayhurst reported that no BW students won at the State level.  Information about Region 3 events have not been scheduled yet.

Health & Safety:  Tina Rothermel reported about the alcohol poster contest being a nice event for the child that wins at the local unit. They have dinner with the governor; council doesn’t pay for any of this.   Council will have this contest again this year.
Bylaws:  Carolyn Lewis had no report at this time.
Founders Day:  Nancy Crowder reported for chairman, Beth DePetro.  It is suggested that council bill the local units prior to the dinner so council has the money to pay the bill to the restaurant.    Addresses from local units are needed by September for all the officers, chairmen, and others who are to be invited to the Founders Day Dinner.   Council might want to look at the list of people who they pay for.  Council’s Founders Day chairman needs to not assume that local unit officers know what is expected of them.
Membership:  Theresa Sexauer reported membership totals:  MES 303, PES 284, HMS 184 and BHS 330

RIF:  Chairman Judy Hines emailed at report:  RIF at McAnnulty went very well.  The only snag was that the children who were absent never came to the office to get their books; even though the books sat in the office for a week and I told every teacher that was the procedure, they ALL forgot!  It was a pretty busy week for them.  Mike and I went room to room to distribute the books and were satisfied that every child got a book.  Anne-Marie Hinish, the RIF chair at McAnnulty told me that the feedback that she got was very positive.  The children loved the books and the volunteers were happy with the selection of books.  There are 824 books remaining.  We would need to buy 529 more in order to have a second distribution at Paynter and McAnnulty.  At $2.00 per book, we would need to spend an additional $1058.00.  I believe that I had a budget of roughly $3700.00 and have spent $3223.60 so far.  I understand if there is no money to have a second distribution, in that case, I can hold the books for next year.  If there is an “extra” $1000.00 lying around anywhere, this would be great use for it.  I also understand that we need to wait until the Sarris sale is complete.  Report placed on file, attachment #2.

Scholarship:   Theresa Sexauer reported the scholarship will be delayed until next year.  She has developed an application form that will be on council letterhead.  Application placed on file, attachment #3.  
School Board Candidates Forum:  Nancy Crowder announced she will be running for school board. Nancy Crowder removed herself from the meeting and the recording secretary held a vote for those at the meeting.  Should Nancy Crowder resign today as Council President; four Yes, Six No.  Council voted for Nancy to stay on as Council President.  

Suzy Gerst was unable to attend the meeting and submitted a written report that was read.  Since Nancy Crowder and Susan Hayhurst’s husband Paul, have filled to run for school board for the ’09 primary election.  I would like to have council’s approval (vote) to hold a school board candidates’ forum for the ’09 primary election.  It will be a nonpartisan forum.  All candidates will be asked the same questions and follow the same rules.  The moderator will be a neutral party (probably form the Women’s League of Voter’s).  Nancy will not be part of the candidates’ forum committee; even though she is ex officio of all council committees (except for nominating, election and auditing).  Nancy will not have any special privileges and/or preview of any of the official materials.  If approved, we will need a committee with at least one volunteer from each local PTA as well as council.  Let me know the vote.  Please include this report as part of the official minutes of the meeting.   Report placed on file, attachment #4.  
M2  Carolyn Lewis moved that council hold a nonpartisan candidates’ forum.  Motions was seconded and approved.  Susan Hayhurst abstained.  

Volunteers for Candidates Forum:  HMS Carolyn, BHS Theresa, Council?, McAnnulty ? Paynter?
Vision Screening:  Nancy Crowder reported.  No flyer was sent out because of the cost. She used emails and received a lot of volunteers.
Unfinished Business:

Book donations for past School Board Director, Ron Boyle:  

BHS – A Child called it - $15.17

HMS – Sunrise over Fallujah - $17.99

MES – What did you do today?  This First Day of School - $16.56

PES – Happy Dr. Seuss Birthday to You! - $16.26

WES – No More Homework!  No More Tests! Kids’ Favorite Funny Poems - $12.76

Nominating committee to elect a new Council President:  No Report
Standing Rules – #20 Ways and Means:

B-W Council of PTA shall raise necessary funds to carry out the work of the Council PTA and to meet the approved annual budget of council.

Council’s Standing Annual Fundraisers shall be Sarris Easter Candies, year round Abitibi Paper Recycling, and year round B-W Spirit items, bear, earrings, door hanger, keychain, mouse pad, personalized picture frame & metal bookmark excluding clothing.

The Ways & Means chairperson and committee shall research other various fundraising projects throughout the year if necessary.  Any additional fundraiser outside the standing fundraisers listed above shall go back to local units for approval.  

The President of B-W Council will notify all local unit officers of additional fundraisers within a day of the council meeting in which it was discussed.
New Business:

Delegates to PA PTA Convention:  

M3  Carolyn Lewis moved that council may send two (2) representatives to State Convention.  Motion was seconded and approved.

President’s Report:

· HMS received another $10,000 grant for wellness and exercise
· The Corridor newspaper article by Al Lowe “PTA Members are Heroes Working for BW Students” was submitted for the PA PTA Most Outstanding Article Award.

· PA Units Awards:

HMS PTSA – Acorn Certificate, Early Bird Membership Certificate

MES PTA – Membership Increase Certificate, School Enrollment Certificate, 10% Membership Increase Certificate

PES PTA – Early Bird Membership Certificate, Membership Increase Certificate, 10% Membership Increase Certificate, Acorn Certificate 

Unit Updates:

BHS:  Debbie Clinton reported the dates for the musical “The Wizard of Oz”  

March 29, April 1, 2, 3, 4
HMS:  Sandy Costantino reported.  PTSA will be collecting food items at the next Teen Center on March 6 for the local Food Banks.  Next PTSA meeting is March 12 at 6:30pm.  5th Annual Talent Show is on May 8.  HMS Musical dates are March 22, March 26 with a dinner theater on March 27 & March 28.
MES:  No Report

PES:  No Report

M4  Carolyn Lewis moved for Council to provide Officer’s Training Sessions in May and August/September or upon request.  Motion was seconded and approved. 

Adjournment:
Next Council meeting is April 2, 2009, 9:30 a.m., at Harrison Middle School Auditorium, the same day as Sarris Candies pick up for McAnnulty and Harrison Middle School.

Reminders:

August 1-2, 2009 – Summer Leadership Training, Lewisburg, PA

Submitted by: ___________________________________________________

                          Sandy Costantino

Approved: _____________________________________________________
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